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FAO: Headteachers and School Inclusion Leads in Oxfordshire



Oxfordshire County Council 
County Hall
New Road 
Oxfordshire 
OX1 1ND 

Public Health Directorate 







Dear Colleagues, 

Re: Gypsy, Roma and Traveller students                                                                        

Quick-read summary 

Oxfordshire County Council Public Health is funding support to help schools and other education providers improve the attendance and attainment of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children. This support is designed to reduce, rather than add to, staff workload.

Traveller children experiencing difficulties can be referred for support.

In addition, collaborative training will be offered to nominated pastoral/inclusion leads on improving educational engagement and attainment for Traveller children.

For more information, please read on or contact lucy.price@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Why are we doing this project?

1. Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children have the worst educational attainment and attendance rates of any ethnic group in the UK[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  House of Commons Women and Equalities Committee (2019) Tackling inequalities faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities: Eleventh Report of Session 2017–19. London: House of Commons. HC 360.] 

2. Public services can struggle to meet the needs of Traveller children1.
3. We know that low attainment in Traveller communities contributes to poor economic and health outcomes[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Dagli, A., Webb, R.T. (2025) Mental illness and suicidality among Roma and traveller communities in the UK, Ireland, and other countries: a systematic review. BMC Psychiatry 25, 331 (2025).
] 


How will this project help my school and my students?

This project will provide specialist support to help improve the attainment and attendance of your students from Traveller backgrounds. It will also give staff the knowledge and skills to best support such students in the long term and help to reduce workload where persistent problems may be an issue. 

What will be the cost for my school, including staff hours?

Involvement is free of charge. In terms of training courses, the time commitment would be, on average, 3.5 hours per staff member put forward. In terms of individual student support, this provision is designed to support the work that you are already doing rather than add to it. 



Who is delivering and funding the project?

The project is being delivered by Margaret Clitherow Trust (MCT), a charity led by and for Traveller communities. MCT has experience of a range of community services, including in education, healthcare and safeguarding. MCT also delivers training to public services. This is bespoke to the needs of each service. It is also informed by the lived experiences of the charity’s clients and trustees. 

The project is being funded by an Inclusion Health Grant from Oxfordshire County Council Public Health. This is part of driving forward Oxfordshire’s Marmot Place approach. A priority for this programme is addressing health inequalities by giving every child the best start in life.

What can the project offer schools and how do we get involved?

Strand 1: Refer a child 

Traveller children struggling in whatever way with their education can be referred to MCT. A specialist Traveller Education Coordinator, Mrs. Tracey Urwin, will work directly to support each child who is accepted onto the project, as well as their family and their school. New places will open on a rolling basis throughout the next 12 months but are necessarily limited. 

To make an initial referral or enquiry, please email brief details to samuel.bowden@margaretclitherow.org.

Strand 2: Explore the issues 

OCC and MCT want to discuss this project with schools and make sure what we deliver is as effective for the local area as possible. We will be holding two short online scoping meetings to explore options for staff training (see strand 3 below) and discuss initial topics you may wish to raise.

If you have a staff member or community parent who wishes to join one of these meetings, please email lucy.price@oxfordshire.gov.uk by 15th May 2026.

Strand 3: Train a staff member 

MCT will be offering some training sessions on improving educational engagement and attainment for Traveller children. 

Training sessions will be half a day in duration. Schools may choose to send one or more staff representatives. Other education professionals from the public and third sectors are also welcome.

Each session is likely to have a different focus depending on the priorities identified in Strand 2. Examples could include secondary school; primary to secondary transitions; Pupil Referral Units etc. 

Training will be collaborative and interactive, supporting staff to find solutions that work for their own school and students. 
To express an interest, please email lucy.price@oxfordshire.gov.uk by 30th May 2026. 

*

Please do get in touch with any questions through the contact listed above. We look forward to working with you.

Yours faithfully,

Lucy Price
Health Improvement Practitioner	
Oxfordshire County Council, Public Health and Communities
Email: lucy.price@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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