Early Years Transition to new settings
Frequently Asked Questions


	What does a good transition look like?

	Transition is a process not an event: The key to its success lies in the preparation and planning beforehand and follow up afterwards as much as the settling in process itself. See ‘Principles for good transitions’ for more information.

Further materials to support Early Years transitions can be found here: Transition | SEND Framework


	When should transition planning start?

	The transition process can be broken down into stages. Each part of the transition process is outlined in a yearly timeline: Moving to Primary school - Transition timeline (pdf format, 921 KB)


	What are the statutory requirements when supporting transition for children in early years?
 















	Things that schools and settings MUST do that relate to transition are set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework:
· Providers must keep parents/carers up to date with their child’s progress and development. They must work in partnership with parents/carers and relevant professionals to address any learning and development needs (EYFS 2025 para 2.4)
· Reception teachers must complete the Reception Baseline assessment (RBA) within the first 6 weeks of a child starting in reception (EYFS 2025 para 2.11)
· In the final year of the academic year in which the child reaches age five (no later than the 30th June) the EYFS profile must be completed for each child. The profile must reflect practitioner judgement, provide a well-rounded picture of the child, and be shared with parents/carers. Year one teachers must be given a copy of the profile report. If a child moves setting, the original provider must share assessment information within 15 days of request (EYFS 2025 paras 2.13 -2.17)

EYFS Profile Handbook - The EYFS Profile Handbook offers guidance on effective transition management. Its primary purpose is to assist with the transition to Year 1 through professional dialogue and sharing information about each child’s development. The handbook also provides instructions for completing the profile for children with SEND and ensuring suitable support is provided during their transitions.

	Who should be involved to support transition planning in a setting or a school?
	The child’s views should be at the centre of all planning. Parents/carers and key adults who know the child in the setting should be involved in transition planning along with staff from the new school or setting and any relevant professionals. This allows for key information to be shared by all who know the child well and provides the best opportunities for robust and effective action planning.

	If you make home visits as part of the transition process – what are the guidelines around this? 

	Home visits are not statutory; however, they can provide a deeper understanding of the child's home environment, which can help tailor support to their specific needs. They can help build stronger relationships and trust between educators and families, fostering better communication and collaboration. Identifying any support required early can lead to timely interventions, improving the child's transition experience. Educators can gain a holistic view of the child's life, including their interests, routines, and any challenges they may face. 

[bookmark: _Hlk210057461]You can find an example an Early Years Foundation Stage Home Visit Policy on The Early Years Toolkit, under School Readiness.


	What information do I pass on to the new school during transition for all children? 


	The information shared will vary by setting and child but must include any safeguarding information. See DfE non statutory information sharing advice for practitioners providing safeguarding services for children, young people, parents and carers to help you be confident in what can and must be shared. 

The Moving to Primary school - Transition timeline (pdf format, 921 KB) gives information on what should be shared when for all Early Years children starting school and for those that require enhanced transition support.

All children starting school, should have an All About Me (pdf format, 790 KB), WellComm language assessment and a Transition Summary Form (pdf format, 641 KB) .

Further records should be attached to support information sharing, as relevant to the individual child’s needs and experiences. Many settings complete an end of year setting summative report.  
  

	What is enhanced transition support? And how do I know who needs this?


	All children will benefit from some level of support during transitions to encourage positive outcomes and experiences. However, some children require additional support to achieve these same outcomes.

Points of transition can prove a challenge to children for a number of reasons. It’s therefore helpful to consider all children and their needs to understand who may require additional support. An Early Years Screening tool for Transition (xlsm format, 161 KB) has been developed to identify the key factors that might impact a child’s ability to manage a significant transition. Ideally all children approaching the transition would be screened and this will identify children who need enhanced transition support. 

In these cases, staff from the early years setting and primary school will work together, taking account of parent and child needs and views, to plan a supportive transition process that considers the child’s specific circumstances.


	What can we do to support a child who will need enhanced transition support to ensure their transition is successful? 

	It is helpful to start planning early. Ensure all documentation that demonstrates how you have been supporting the child is shared with the receiving school. Meet with the parents/carers and the school and make use of the Transition: Thinking ahead (pdf format, 283 KB) tool which can assist you to outline what has worked well and what needs to be in place to support the child when they transition into school.
 
Every child is different, so it is important to identify the child’s strengths and areas of need.
For children needing enhanced transition support, meet with the parents/carers and the school and complete an Enhanced Transition Action Plan (pdf format, 538 KB) which can assist you to outline and agree enhanced transition support. 


	Do I need to write a transition action plan for all children?

	Only children who require enhanced transition support identified via the Early Years Screening tool for Transition (xlsm format, 161 KB)need an Enhanced Transition Action Plan (pdf format, 538 KB) 


	Does every child have to start on their full early years entitlement? 

	Staggered Starts to Primary School must be optional. Many children already access full time nursery provision, and parents & carers often depend on this to fit around work or other responsibilities.  A sudden gap or part time school attendance can be very difficult for them, and sometimes for the child as well. There is a legal entitlement to a full time Reception place from day 1 of the term, so please be aware and support families who do not want a staggered start for their child. 

Where it is in the child’s best interests to have a gradual transition, and this is agreed in advance with the support of all parties including parents/carers a child may start on reduced hours. However, a plan must be in place of how the school and parents/carers are going to work together to support the child and increase hours to the child’s full early years entitlement with regular review points built in. 

Disabled Children and the Equality Act 2010 - What Early Years providers need to know and do: A blog from the Equality and Human Rights Commission


	Where do I find out more information about SEND transition top-up funding for children with special educational needs starting school?
	Guidance regarding transition top-up funding can be found here:
Early Years SEND funding | SEND Framework


	Do I need to do anything different or additional for a child transitioning to Reception, if they have an EHCP?
	When children with Education Health Care Plans transition into school, this is called a phase transfer and triggers an Annual Review of the child’s EHCPs Phase Transfer Process | Oxfordshire County Council. The phase transfer Annual Review should be held the year before the child transitions to a new educational phase to ensure the child's needs are met in the new setting. Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) | SEND Framework


	[bookmark: _Hlk531606421]What implications does GDPR have for transition to primary school? Do you need parents’ permission to share information
	All information related to safeguarding must be shared by the current setting with the new school or setting. Information sharing - Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Partnership

DfE non statutory information sharing advice for practitioners providing safeguarding services for children, young people,parents and carers

Data protection in schools - Sharing personal data - Guidance - GOV.UK


	I have received different transfer forms from different schools – which do I complete?

	[bookmark: _Hlk221023880]The forms included in the Early Years transition materials have been developed in collaboration with early years settings and primary schools and should provide all the information required to support transition. 

In Oxfordshire we’re encouraging schools and settings to use these materials rather than localised versions to increase consistency of information sharing. However, we recognise that many settings and schools may have their own templates. There is no requirement for a particular version to be used. Good communication between all parties is central to success.
Principles for good transitions (pdf format, 112 KB) 


	What do we do if a child only joined our setting very recently and have very little information about them?

	In the first instance, the family should be contacted to gain their consent for you to contact their child’s previous setting (if attended) to request information they may have. 
However, many children starting school may be joining an education setting for the first time, having not attended other Early Years settings previously. In this case, your main source of information will likely be the family. Work with the family to complete an All About Me (pdf format, 790 KB); consider with them the key information that needs to be shared with the receiving school to ensure a positive transition. 


	Do we need a transition policy?

	Early Years settings and schools are advised to implement a transition policy. Such a policy establishes a consistent framework for supporting children as they progress through different educational stages, thereby ensuring continuity in learning and development. Recognising that transitions may pose challenges for young children, a well-structured policy addresses their emotional needs and facilitates a smoother, less stressful experience. Additionally, a transition policy promotes active participation from parents, carers, and guardians, enhancing communication and collaboration between home and school. 



	If a child has transitioned successfully, how will we know? 


	‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them’ (DfE, 2021).
Some indicators of a successful transition may be:
· Ferre Laevers (Laevers et al, 2005) ‘Wellbeing and Involvement scales’ show the child’s levels of wellbeing and involvement in their new setting are high.  
· The child feels individually ‘known’ and their needs are met
· The child is forming positive relationships with others
· There is good communication between school/setting and home
· Parent/carer post transition questionnaire information show everyone reports feeling prepared, informed and supported. 
· The child is attending well 
· The child is making good progress
Moving onto Primary school – parent/carer questionnaire





