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Who are we?

• One of 29 Uni Connect partnerships

• Working across Swindon, Bucks, 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire

• Funded externally by the Office for 
Students 

• Students in years 8-13

• Collaboration between Oxford 
Brookes, Oxford, Reading and 
Buckinghamshire New University



Our aims
• Contribute to reducing the gap in higher education participation 

between the most and least represented groups.

• Equip young learners from underrepresented groups to make 
an informed choice about their options in relation to the full 
range of routes into and through higher education.

• Contribute to a stronger evidence base around ‘what works’ in 
higher education outreach



What do we mean by higher education?

A degree at a 
university 

A degree at a further 
education college Degree apprenticeships Access to higher education courses

Foundation degrees

Higher national diplomas or certificates 



How many service pupils progress to higher education?

❖ The progression rate to higher education 
for service pupils has been decreasing. 

❖ Non service pupil, non free school meal 
students progress at approx. 50%

❖ Service pupils progress at approx. 45%



GCSE attainment

Any move can lead to a 
fall of at least 14-15% in 
the percentage of pupils 
achieving English and 
Maths grade 5-9.

Service children are 
over 3 times more 
likely to move schools 
than the general 
population.



Five major challenges

• Mobility

• Separation from serving parent

• Students with disabilities and young carers

• Inconsistent support

• Socio-economic background

Children of those in higher 

ranks indicated the greatest 
intent to go to university 
and to join the military 
while those of NCOs (non-
Commissioned officers) 
indicated the lowest intent 
to go to university and no 
particular intent to join the 
military.



Why important to this area

The local authorities with the most service pupils were/are 
Hampshire, Wiltshire, Lincolnshire, North Yorkshire, and 
Oxfordshire.

Of all 29 Uni Connect partnerships across England, the Study Higher 
region has the fourth highest number of service pupils in 
secondary school.



Our access programme: Future Focus



Our impact



Offers from local university partners

• University of Reading ‘Scholars’

Access programme for Year 12 students, service pupils are a priority group

• Balliol College, University of Oxford

Access programme for Year 12 student, service pupils are a priority group 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/ready-to-study/visiting-and-open-days/activities-for-schools/reading-scholars
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/access-programmes-year-12-students


Any questions?

http://www.studyhigher.ac.uk
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