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Welcome & introductions
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Getting involved

Please: EET |NVE.\LED
Ask questions and comment in the chat
Please keep videos on if you can
Please interact and get involved!

Unmute to ask a question directly (there will also be
opportunities for this throughout the session)

Send questions & feedback after the briefing to:

matt.blyton@ oxfordshire.gov.uk or call 07551 680595
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mailto:matt.blyton@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Today’s agenda: Families
Federation

Support | Investigate | Influence

 Guest speaker: Alexandra Stokes, RAFFF Policy
Advisor - Education and Childcare

« National updates:
SCIP Alliance / SCISS / MoTMC / Covenant / RBL

* Local updates:
— Looking back: conference & Remembrance
— Looking forwards - plans for 2024 / WHI
— The Didcot Schools Service Collaboration
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HOW THE FAMILIES
FEDERATIONS CAN HELP YOU

Alexandra Stokes, RAFFF Policy Advisor - Education and
Childcare
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Families
Federation

Support | Investigate | Influence
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Who are we?

A voice for
military families
and serving
personnel

Provide
confidential
information,
advice, and
signposting
support

-

Present evidence
to the Armed
Forces, MOD,
government
departments,
local authorities
and others

- /

aff

army
families
federation

We work
‘holistically’
alongside key
stakeholders

Independent
organisations
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What is unique about Armed Forces family life?

mm) The notion of 'Service First'



Repetition of this -

Hoare | i implications for Implications f in leamni
Caregz:;sc:%:gosft;el:;llence attachmant & raental mn;g "::;e .onr::e 2:; ag:rssses Gaps in learning
health ]
\ \ Repetition
Available support Coping styles and Access to extra
strategies curricular activities i
Losing friends Availability of
chosen subjects
Presence/absence of —
additional stressors Lack of continuity
e, Making new friends of curriculum ~ ™= pi¢orent exam boards
Previous experience =~ Change ="
Movmg Schools m=—  Across devolved nations &
SEND P overseas systems
assessment & /
- Plfrents witg he':-;l'th SUpport
allenges or disabilities Mobility w_
Changes in access to support from
Lone parents / gxtended family & fﬁggd
Dual Serving Parents / o
~~ ‘ Service Children and Young People Operational Deployment Weekending'
. Diversity ——— - not a homogeneous group cexencing

Commonwealth and

Non UK parents / \ \ \ — / —

‘No contact’ - submarines,
Young carers Parental Absence special forces

LGBTQ+ parents/children

Children 4
with SEND Home
Goodbyes &
/ reintegration Unpredictability
A long way from
extended
family/friends Privately owned/rented Near SP's workplace
Z /
Near extended A long way from Service Family Accommodation
LEAEE s Along way from
family/friends SP's workplace SP's workyplace
Near SP's workplace
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How are Service families supported? By whom?

FETTES

Federations

Each Service has its
own Families
Federation that acts
as an independent
voice for families and
offers support and
advice

Service
family
support

MOD (Armed Forces
Families and
Safeguarding

& Defence Children
Services — EAT and
OEST)

Royal Navy Family &
People Support

RAF Community Support
(RAF Personal Support
and Social work through
SSAFA)

\_ /

Devolved
Nations

support

Forces Children’s
Education

Forces Children
Scotland

Supporting Service
Children in Education
(SSCE) Cymru

Naval Families

FEBERATI OGN

aff
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Support ivestigateflence

Military

charities

Over 1,800 offer
support including The
Royal Navy and Royal
Marines Charity, The
Army Benevolent Fund,
RAF Benevolent Fund
and Royal Air Forces
Association, Royal
British Legion

and SSAFA

Networks

in the UK

Service Children’s
Progression Alliance
Service Children in
State Schools
(England only)
Veterans and Family
Research Hub,
Anglia Ruskin Uni
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School support

D I m nt S t army Legion (RBL) is these for community throughout
epioyme uppo v aff s - e e

L the federation Navy, British Army, Rayal Air Force, veterans and their families. The RBL website has

infarmation an how to get support i ocal

to support the. BOYAL BRITISH LECION

Naval Families Litie Troopers isa
FEDERATION serving in our British Amed

providing fundamental
. "

i i Forces Life:
hikiren Io State Schogls SCSS) isa 0 se “7 Naval Clubpack, lesson plans and T ihe Lttle Troopers
maintained schoals in England that have any number of service children on roll. SCISS. eos B : = Children's resources are available for free.

Sepanation, aimed 1o help school leaders wha might be new 1o supporting Service s Vv Chanty i d fomil
children. closer athn you preschool,
schonl, Service children’s club, cemmunity group, lacal library, or charity and work
they are facing, particularty child-centred need. with Fe Reading pastoral
Fedaa " life for the RAF family Allyou need todo ome a fading Force.
around the workd - at work or at home, The RAFFF have practical quidance for spouses OR Ambassador and register with Jour .

" on hildren F: ( a families can also access support directly from Reading Force.

P - ot s IO FORCESES
during and after th | deployment of your serving i i ti [(ADES), in

family member including information on what to do in a family emergency. OMMUNITY Scotland and the EDUCATION
Ministry of Defence. Together with children, parents, educators and partners, they have
elfar produced a learning resource on Supporting Armed Forces families which includes

Jenquiies = s pasebetierpol. (@) @) @ ALLIANCE et o

placing thelr
The SCiP Al e

ice Childs

2 polin oy Encireis the Scottish i for additional support for learming. E
hale af the RAF Family. 5 RS R % A help Srvices Families understand how education and support is provided in Scotand,
sarvices which dren of o sarve. 2 children rights to aditional support for earning, and how ta work with schools to get
ling Service, programme Alrpl.

the right support in place.
Jine partal

Visit the RAFBF website to learn more. % i s ‘website with

Py “"em“ Forces: a bankof Schools and ELC
s_sa_fa charity and Knowlesige Hub® which includes an online training resource: The Emotional Cycles.
of Deployment and Separation.

structure to best allow Service children to thrive.

The Royal Air

AFA

from home. If you like to
record your i i Supporting Ser i [SSCELC
touch with your station HIVE. Assoxiation (WLGA) programme, initially fundesd by the MOD

reg

butincluding children, young people and their families.

and funded 2019, 5SCE Cymm Y
resources b ] have ateam
whe una in Wales.

Doodie Pack Isa to
‘get creative. Packs b fabric pens.
for i \ RAFA are currently

To k RAF famdies
Doodiepackgrataoguk

Fam Fed SCISS Deployment Resource



https://www.raf-ff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/20230719-RAFFF-SCISS-deployment-resource.pdf
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Actions

* |dentify one thing can you do this week to develop

the support for Service children in your setting



Contact us

Rebecca Lovell
Head of Policy

Naval Families Federation

Rebecca.Lovell@nff.org.uk
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Anna Hutchinson
Education & Childcare Specialist

Army Families Federation

educationsupport@aff.org.uk

©OroyaL \
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Support | investigate | Influence

Alexandra Stokes
Policy Advisor
Education and Childcare

RAF Families Federation

Alexandra.stokes@raf-ff.org.uk




National update 1: SCiP Alliance

Service Children’s Progression

®®® ALLIANCE

ty Impact Tools

'Under the Radar: Service Children
~ and Higher Education in England'
Report |

Reports and research / Thriving Lives Toolkit
enhancement plans / November conference

OXFORDSHIRE
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National update 2: SCISS

Home | Service Children in State Schools (sciss.org.uk)
Factsheets / resources / Voice of Schools report 2 (SEND) coming soon...

%/h Service Children in State Schools Q searsh’ {3 Language
SCISS

The Voice of Schools - Supporting Service Children in England % Please use the link on the Contact tab

m v ABOUT US v PARTNERS v SUPPORT v CONTACT

A warm welcome

To the home of information and resources for schools in
England who have children from service families. Service
Children in State Schools aims to support, celebrate and
advocate for children from a military background and

the schools they attend.

Y

Twitter Facebook

StaffLogin Sitemap Cookie Information Website Policy All website content copyright © Service Children in State Schools Website design by (3PrimarySite



https://www.sciss.org.uk/

National update 3: MoTMC

WWMW W&W

OroyAL
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Families
Federation

A CONTACT US Home About us

Month Of The Military Child

Ideas to help you celebrate our military children.

« TR

W

Home » Education and childcare » Month of the Military Child

Month of the Military Child — Never Such Innocence

Compelition

The theme of this year's poetry and art
competition is: Life as a Dandelion.

The competition is open to triservice children,
with a currently serving or veteran parent and
bereaved children, 6-18 years old. Entry links

coming soon!



https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/month-of-the-military-child

National update 4: AFC

Artmed Forces Covenant Annual Report

The 2023 report, which gives an update on the
support provided to the Armed Forces community
in the last year, has now been published.

AFF, with the RAF Families Federation and Naval
Families Federation, had the opportunity to
comment on the report and ensure that the voice
of military families was heard.

They raised the need to monitor progress on issues
as they are taken forward by relevant government
departments and welcomed the expansion of
eligibility for the Wraparound Childcare Scheme.
They were pleased to note the Armed Forces
Families Fund: Early Years Programme.

Covenant on a page 2023-V1
(publishing.service.gov.uk)

ARMED FORCES
COVENANT

s> OXFORDSHIRE
Y COUNTY COUNCIL



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/658029981c0c2a000d18cee9/Covenant_on_a_page_2023-V1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/658029981c0c2a000d18cee9/Covenant_on_a_page_2023-V1.pdf

National update 5: l

ROYAL BRITISH LECION

RBL General Election Manifesto 2024

The latest manifesto from the Royal British Legion calls on
the next UK Government to:
* Introduce a national protocol to provide consistent
access to public services for Armed Forces families, and
increase SEND support funding for service children.

This manifesto has been put together through an extensive
and robust process of consultation with RBL stakeholders in
the Armed Forces community, their beneficiaries, their
partners in the military charity sector, members, volunteers,
and staff. They have presented a series of practical ideas
which they know will significantly improve the lives of the
Armed Forces community. It certainly is an interesting read!
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Thriving Lives conference 19.1.24

Military families — the lived experience

Family Federations

Session 2 - Workshop Session 1 (35 mins)

Workshop 1 —The role of Governance in supporting Service
Children

Workshop 2 — Gateway Primary School — effective school practice

Workshop 3 - Little Troopers

Tim Brock
Kayleigh Anstee

Louise Fettigan

Coffee

Session 3 - Workshop Session 2 (35 mins)

Workshop 1 — The role of Governance in supporting Service
Children

Workshop 2 — Gateway Primary School — effective school

practice
Workshop 3 — Little Troopers

Tim Brock
Kayleigh Anstee

Louise Fettigan

Session 4 — AFFS Education Policy Team update

Ed Harris

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL




Workshop Session 3 (35 mins)

Workshop 4 — Under the Radar report - 5CiP

Workshop 5 — SEND service pupil research

Workshop 6 — Trials and tribulations of military parenthood

Claudia Lucardi
Alison Cotton
Lyndsey Day

Workshop Session 4 (35 mins)
Workshop 4 — Under the Radar report - SCiP

Workshop 5 — SEND service pupil research
Workshop & — Trials and tribulations of military parenthood
* Pick up coffee on way back

Claudia Lucardi
Alison Cotton
Lyndsey Day

Being a Service Child - Feedback from Pupil conference

Review of the Oxfordshire pupil promise in light of today’s
conference —what is going well and what more could we do?

Conference Team

Panel session to address key questions raised during the
conference (Fam Fed rep, Ed, Kayleigh, Claudia, Alison)

Lynda Atkins

Closing Statement and evaluations

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL




Local Updates: looking forwards

2024 AF3 SPSP grant — schools with small cohorts

Just starting — jointly led by Hannah Owen &
Matt Blyton

Targeted work with up to 14 primaries and 7
secondaries

3 half-day visits
3 CPD workshops
Collaboration with Study Higher, Oxford Brookes

Celebration event at end

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL




Name and phase of school:
Carswell Community Primary School

e A T

Number on roll 20
% of service children 2%
Class structure One form entry

School context Y
Distance to military base 16 miles
Military member on G87 Yes
Anystaff with serving spouses?  No

The school
dedicated to the welfare.
community.

Historically,

Project objective

Why the school

their continue. We feel it i the best way to addressaall
f the Thriviny toolkit, h:
fare and wellbeing of our servi ilies wil impact.

Project overview

To employ a service home school link
worker to support the emotional health
and wellbeing of our service children
and families.

Main project objective
Increased supportfor

children in
school and someone to understand and champion
theirlived experience. Ongoing service community
support long term.

Intended outcomes of the project

To have someone in place to support witt
deployment, mobility, bus issues, family difficulties,
school community engagement and who can be a

voice for service families.

Asa result, sevice children's educational outcomes
and attendance will improve and their experience of
their time at Carswell will be a positive one.

Description of what you did

The post advertised as a one year post was for
three days per week, 8am to 3.30pm, to enable the
successful candidate to supenvise the bus from the
barracks and engage with parents and carers at
the bus stops, as well as supporting the children in
school. The service HSLW has been in post since
the beginning of term six

Details of any funding costs

The service HSLW works three days a week -
approximate cost (from service pupil premium) is
£16,000 peryear.

What has been the impact?

Although the service HSLW has only been in post

for four weeks, she has already engaged with u

wel and parents, un a camo day
at school, began running nurture groups and has
worked h individual children. She has also put
in place a pupil passport and a‘moving on’ lap book

Festival of Friends:
Coming very soon!

Next steps
« To continue to strengthen our links with the
service community.

To put together resources to support deployment

Toimprove educational outcome by supporting
senvice children with reading and plugging gaps in
education

Festhalof iends 2023

Name and phase of school:

North Leigh CE Primary School

e

Number on roll

% of service children
Class structure

Military base(s) served
Distance to military base
Milftary member on GB?

school context

181
%

One form entry
RAF Brize Norton
9 miles

No

Anystaff withserving spouses?  Yes

Why the school
agreed to take part
achievements.

Project overview

In the words of the children: To create

an assembly because we wanted to raise
money for Little Troopers, explain why the
dandelion is the flower of the military child
and explain to our friends what it's like to
be part of a service family.

Main project objective
To spread aware of service Children’s lived
experience.

Intended outcomes of the project

For the service childrenwithin our school
community to feel that they have had their voices
heard and to have the opportunity to plan and carry
outa charitable event

We have a growing number of ser
raising the profile this group of children is important to us to maximise their

ice families within our school community and

Description of what you did

On Wednesday 7 June 2023, our senvice children
presented an assembly that outlined what makes
being part of a service family special. They talked
about the work Little Troopers dofor senvice families
and explained how they were going to hold 2
fundraising event by creating 2 school wide art sale.
where parents ceuld buy their children’s artwork,
They combined this with a bake sale.

Every child in the school created a piece of
Dandelion artwork and lots of people donated
akes and bakes. On the 8 June 2023, they held
theirartand bake sale. It raised nearly £400 for Little
Troopers.

Their success was shared by Little Traopers on their
Instagram page, they also had an article written in
the Oxford Mail

Festhal of rends 2023

“My two boys enjoyed

the special assembly they
prepared to show their friends
and peer groups what it
actually means to be a child
of a service family, and a little
bit about what they are going
through when the service
person is away from home due
to work commitments such as
deployment. They really felt
part of a special group and
enjoyed it all.”

(Parent)

You can seell of their photos hereon the Pastoral
page of our school webs

Details of any funding costs

For the Art sale, we needed to purchase canvases.
We were lucky to secure £200 funding from the RAF
Brize Norton Thrift Shop committee grant scheme
forcharities, schools and groups which allowed us to
purchase a canvas for every child in the school and
allowed all of our profit to goto Little Traopers.

What has been the impact?

The impact the project has had is most effectively
summed up using this feedback from ane of our
seice parents:

‘Lam very impressed at how well the children came
tagether to raise awareness and so much money
forthe cause. Although it s great being out of the
immediate vicinity of the station, or the “bubble”,
‘and we do love the North Leigh community, we often
‘miss out on the military community experience and
suppart. | think it's very important for this group of
children to get together to know they aren’t alene
and that there are others like them who share the
same feelings and have to go through the same
experiences.’

Next steps

The children were inspired by all of the ideas at the
Festival of Friends and have a long list of ideas they
would now like to try out. We will be getting together
in September to finalise our plans but the top of the
listwere having a teddy to go home with eachof the
service children, to write a diary and share with the
other children, and runninga camo day.

“It went amazingly well,
and we all feel really
proud!”

(year 5 girl)




Wherever Home Is drama

https://youtu.be/TUaCCOuwlAS
www.wherever-home-is.com

Email me if interested s e



https://youtu.be/TUaCCQuwlA8
http://www.wherever-home-is.com/

Resources to support Oxfordshire schools

Service Pupils | Schools (oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Information and guidance for schools with service pupils

Service Pupils Promise from Oxfordshire County Council
Oxfordshire County Council’'s ‘Promise’

Toolkit for the support of Service Children Toolkit

Service pupil premium (SPP): DfE information for schools
SPP

Quality assurance & support visits— please Matt Blyton if
Interested

OXFORDSHIRE
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http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/service-pupils
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/schoolsnews/2020/Service%20pupils%20promise%202020.pdf
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/schoolsnews/2020/OCC%20Toolkit%20for%20the%20Support%20of%20Service%20Children%20-%20November%202020.docx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know

Questions and thoughts

BRAINSTORMING UNIQUE
ORIGINAL BRILLIANT

BRAINSTORMING sainallhngr
GENIUS lops
-DEnsQ ERIN Nz .
IDEAS

CREATIVITY INNOVATIONORIGINAL INNOVATION Iv
szmusukmmm- Ispmu( 2 "“"“"BRILLIAN
DEAS u N I u SPARK
nmnvnv SRILLIANT stwunt IDEAS
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mm" GENIUS
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BRILLIANT
" IRROVATION CREATIVITY

INNOVATION
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Thank you for your contributions
and for all that you do to support
Oxfordshire’s Service children.

Next session:
2"d May 13:15 - 14:45

OXFORDSHIRE
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