
Briefing for school Service 

children leads / senior leaders 

Matt Blyton, School Improvement adviser

7th February 2024

1315 – 1445



Welcome & introductions



Getting involved

Please:

• Ask questions and comment in the chat

• Please keep videos on if you can

• Please interact and get involved!

• Unmute to ask a question directly (there will also be 
opportunities for this throughout the session)

• Send questions & feedback after the briefing to:

matt.blyton@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call 07551 680595

mailto:matt.blyton@oxfordshire.gov.uk


Today’s agenda:

• Guest speaker: Alexandra Stokes, RAFFF Policy 

Advisor - Education and Childcare

• National updates: 

SCiP Alliance / SCISS / MoTMC / Covenant / RBL

• Local updates:

– Looking back: conference & Remembrance

– Looking forwards - plans for 2024 / WHI

– The Didcot Schools Service Collaboration 

 

 



HOW THE FAMILIES 

FEDERATIONS CAN HELP YOU

Alexandra Stokes, RAFFF Policy Advisor - Education and 

Childcare

 

 



Who are we?

A voice for 
military families 
and serving 
personnel

Provide 
confidential 
information, 
advice, and 
signposting 
support

Present evidence 
to the Armed 
Forces, MOD, 
government 
departments, 
local authorities 
and others

We work 
‘holistically’ 
alongside key 
stakeholders

Independent 
organisations



What is unique about Armed Forces family life?

The notion of 'Service First'
Mobility
Deployment
Separation





How are Service families supported? By whom?

Each Service has its 
own Families 
Federation that acts 
as an independent 
voice for families and 
offers support and 
advice

MOD (Armed Forces 
Families and 
Safeguarding 
& Defence Children 
Services – EAT and 
OEST)
----------
Royal Navy Family & 
People Support
----------
Army Welfare Support
----------
RAF Community Support 
(RAF Personal Support 
and Social work through 
SSAFA)

Forces Children’s 
Education
----------
Forces Children 
Scotland
----------
Supporting Service 
Children in Education 
(SSCE) Cymru

Over 1,800 offer
support including The 
Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Charity, The 
Army Benevolent Fund, 
RAF Benevolent Fund 
and Royal Air Forces
Association, Royal 
British Legion 
and SSAFA

Service Children’s 
Progression Alliance
----------

Service Children in 
State Schools
(England only)
----------

Veterans and Family 
Research Hub,
Anglia Ruskin Uni

Families 
Federations

Service
family

support

Devolved 
Nations 
support

Military
charities

Networks
in the UK



School support

Fam Fed SCISS Deployment Resource

https://www.raf-ff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/20230719-RAFFF-SCISS-deployment-resource.pdf


Actions

• Identify one thing can you do this week to develop 

the support for Service children in your setting



Contact us

Rebecca Lovell
Head of Policy

Naval Families Federation

Rebecca.Lovell@nff.org.uk

Anna Hutchinson
Education & Childcare Specialist

Army Families Federation

educationsupport@aff.org.uk

Alexandra Stokes
Policy Advisor
Education and Childcare

RAF Families Federation

Alexandra.stokes@raf-ff.org.uk



National update 1: SCiP Alliance

Reports and research / Thriving Lives Toolkit 
enhancement plans / November conference  



National update 2: SCISS
Home | Service Children in State Schools (sciss.org.uk)

Factsheets / resources / Voice of Schools report 2 (SEND) coming soon…

https://www.sciss.org.uk/


National update 3: MoTMC

Month of the Military Child — Never Such Innocence

https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/month-of-the-military-child


National update 4: AFC

Covenant_on_a_page_2023-V1 

(publishing.service.gov.uk)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/658029981c0c2a000d18cee9/Covenant_on_a_page_2023-V1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/658029981c0c2a000d18cee9/Covenant_on_a_page_2023-V1.pdf


National update 5:



Local Updates: looking back



Thriving Lives conference 19.1.24





2024 AF3 SPSP grant – schools with small cohorts

• Just starting – jointly led by Hannah Owen & 

Matt Blyton

• Targeted work with up to 14 primaries and 7 

secondaries

• 3 half-day visits

• 3 CPD workshops

• Collaboration with Study Higher, Oxford Brookes 

• Celebration event at end

Local Updates: looking forwards



Festival of Friends: 

Coming very soon!



Wherever Home Is drama

https://youtu.be/TUaCCQuwlA8

www.wherever-home-is.com

Email me if interested

https://youtu.be/TUaCCQuwlA8
http://www.wherever-home-is.com/


Resources to support Oxfordshire schools 

Service Pupils | Schools (oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Information and guidance for schools with service pupils

Service Pupils Promise from Oxfordshire County Council

Oxfordshire County Council’s ‘Promise’

Toolkit for the support of Service Children Toolkit

Service pupil premium (SPP): DfE information for schools

SPP

Quality assurance & support visits– please Matt Blyton if 
interested

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/service-pupils
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/schoolsnews/2020/Service%20pupils%20promise%202020.pdf
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/schoolsnews/2020/OCC%20Toolkit%20for%20the%20Support%20of%20Service%20Children%20-%20November%202020.docx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know


Questions and thoughts



Thank you for your contributions 
and for all that you do to support 
Oxfordshire’s Service children.

Next session: 

2nd May 13:15 - 14:45
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