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Health and Safety Guidance 

 
For: Heads of all Establishments/Settings 

OCC Managers 
Governors/Management Committees 
Trade Union Safety Representatives 
Employee Notice Boards 
Intranet 

 

 
Ponds and Environmental Areas 
 
Applicable Legislation 
Occupiers Liability Acts 1957 and 1984 
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (as amended)  
 
Introduction  
Use of the outdoor environment can play an important part in the educational process. A 
significant number of establishments/settings have, or propose to create, an 
environmental study area incorporating a pond in their grounds to help with the delivery of 
this aspect of the curriculum. 
 
The use of ponds, and indeed other areas of water, present risks which must be assessed 
and adequately controlled to ensure the health and safety of all site users and achieving 
this can be helped by considering the location, design and management of the pond. 
 
Scope 
This guidance is for all mangers/heads of establishment’s with ponds and environmental 
areas. 
 
Managers Responsibilities 
A suitable and sufficient risk assessments must be undertaken for all activities involving 
the pond area and the outcomes and the control measures required to reduce risk to an 
acceptably low level must be advised to all those involved in the activity whether adult or 
pupil taking into account any persons individual needs. 
 
Those using the pond and surrounding area must be supervised at all times and the 
number of supervising adults will be determined on the basis of the risk assessment. 
 
Adequate instruction and information must be given to all those involved in activities in the 
pond area and this should include instruction as to the risks of water, ponds, pond and 
other wild life, together with the hygiene implications and needs of working safely 
outdoors. 
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Design Considerations 
Location 
Wherever possible the pond should be visible from occupied nearby school or other 
buildings where an incident is more likely to be seen or heard by a responsible person 
who can then take the appropriate action. Screening trees and shrubbery should not be 
allowed to obscure views of the pond. Ponds adjacent to public access points and routes 
are prone to vandalism and unauthorised access. Due attention must be given to the 
proximity of regularly used paths and sports pitches and to access by both authorised and 
unauthorised persons at all times. 
 
Depth 
The design of a pond should ensure the edges are shallow and any deeper area 
positioned either in the middle or to one end where access is not possible. The depth of 
the pond should be as shallow as possible, approximately 600 to 800 mm, whilst still 
serving its original purpose. 
 
Surrounds 
The immediate surrounding area should be flat to reduce the risks of unintentional falls but 
where this is not possible the area must be free of potholes and other trip hazards and the 
area must slope as gently as possible. 
 
The edges of the pond must be clearly distinguishable and protected against any possible 
erosion. Any perimeter paving slabs must be laid on a lean mix concrete base and must 
not overhang the water by more than 40 mm. 
 
Where activities will be undertaken at the pond edge, provision of hard flat standing areas 
must be made and in areas where the edge is purposely soft for the development of 
wildlife and vegetation pedestrian access must be restricted. 
 
Electrical  
The use of electrical equipment in or near ponds is not encouraged but where necessary 
pumps, for example, should be solar, low voltage transformed power supply or battery 
powered. Where mains supply is used Residual Current Device provision is essential from 
the power source. 
 
Fencing 
Ponds and adjacent wildlife areas must be protected with an appropriate barrier. Wooden 
palisade fencing is recommended. Where fencing comprises pales or slats, they must be 
vertical with a maximum gap between each of 100mm. Fencing must be at least 1100 mm 
high. Where fenced with weldmesh type panels the mesh should be small enough to 
prevent it being used to aid climbing. All access gates must be lockable and their padlocks 
or other locks kept in good working condition. Access to, and use of, keys must be limited 
to authorised adults only. 
 
Signage  
Signage is also required to advise of the hazards of the area and where a risk assessment 
so determines safety lighting during the evening may be required. 
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Maintenance 
Suitable husbandry will ensure that the nature and purpose of the area is obvious and 
does not present an unacceptable temptation for the curious, whether authorised or 
trespassing. 
 
The pond area must be well maintained to ensure the edge and the margins do not 
become obscured thus increasing risks to users. The surrounding area must be 
maintained to as high a degree as the demands of the educational purposes of a ‘wild 
area’ allows. 
 
What emergency procedures are in place? 
There must be an action plan developed and tested in order to adequately deal with any 
emergency incident which may occur in the pond or pond area. This will include provision 
to rescue anyone who may have fallen in, for resuscitation and first aid if necessary, how 
to summon adult/paramedic assistance and what to do to ensure the safety and well-being 
of others involved in the incident. 
 
For further information and advice: 
 email and web addresses 

 
 
 

General:   
Health, Safety 
& Wellbeing 
Team 

email: healthandsafetyhelp@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
web address: 
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/healthandsafety 

Helpdesk 
01865 

797 222 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:healthandsafetyhelp@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/healthandsafety

	Applicable Legislation
	Managers Responsibilities

	Design Considerations
	Location
	Depth
	Surrounds
	Electrical
	Fencing
	Signage
	Maintenance
	What emergency procedures are in place?


