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Health and Safety Procedure 

 

Transport Safety – Transporting Children in Vehicles 

  
Applicable Legislation  

Motor Vehicles (Wearing of Seat Belts) Regulations 1993 as amended 

Motor Vehicles (Wearing of Seat belts by Children in Front Seats) Regulations 1993 

as amended 

 

Introduction  

 
Legislation applies to the transporting of children in cars and other vehicles insomuch that 
all children up to the age of 12 years or 135cms tall must normally use a child car seat. 
Children over 12 or more than 135cm tall must wear a seat belt. The child car seat used 
can be based on the child’s height or weight. Babies and children must be in a rear facing 
seat or carrier until they are 15 months old. Any rear-facing seat can only be used in the 
front passenger seat if the front passenger air bag has been disabled. 
Under new UN rules from 9 February 2017 no new models of backless booster seats 
for children shorter than 125cm or weighing less than 22kg (Group 2) can be 
introduced.  

 

Purpose – it’s aims and objectives 
This guidance acknowledges and replicates the Department for Transport’s advice and 
guidance in meeting the legislative requirements to ensure that children, and indeed 
adults, are properly protected whilst they are travelling in vehicles which are being driven 
on Oxfordshire County Council business by employees and others acting on behalf of the 
Council. 
 

Scope 
This procedure applies to all occasions when children are being transported in vehicles in 
the course of County Council business. 

 

Requirements  
 

Height-based seats 
Height-based seats are known as ‘i-Size’ seats. They must be rear-facing until the child is 
over 15 months old. The child can use a forward-facing child car seat when they’re over 
15 months old. 
 
You must check the seat to make sure it’s suitable for the height of the child. 
 
 
 

 

Weight-based seats 
The seat the child can use (and the way they must be restrained in it) depends on their 
weight. 
 

! Only EU-approved height-based child car seats can be used in the UK. 

These have a label showing a capital ‘E’ in a circle and ‘R129’. 
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You may be able to choose from more than one type of seat in the group for the child’s 
weight. 
 

Child’s 

weight 
Group Seats 

0kg to 9kg 0 
Lie-flat or ‘lateral’ baby carrier, rear-facing baby carrier, or rear-facing 
baby seat using a harness 

0kg to 
13kg 

0+ Rear-facing baby carrier or rear-facing baby seat using a harness 

9kg to 
18kg 

1 Rear- or forward-facing baby seat using a harness or safety shield 

15kg to 
36kg 

2 and 
3 

Rear- or forward-facing child car seat (high-backed booster seat or 
booster cushion) using a seat belt, harness or safety shield 

 

 

 

 

Fitting a child car seat 
You must only use a child car seat if your car’s seat belt has a diagonal strap, unless the 
seat is either: 

 specifically designed for use with a lap seat belt 

 fitted using ISOFIX anchor points 
You must also: 

 deactivate any front airbags before fitting a rear-facing baby seat in a front seat 

 not fit a child car seat in side-facing seats 
RoSPA’s Child Car Seats website has information on how to choose a seat and travel 
safely with children in cars. 

 

Children with disabilities or medical conditions 
The same rules apply for children with disabilities or medical conditions, but they can use 
a disabled person’s seat belt or a child restraint designed for their needs. 
A doctor can issue an exemption certificate if a child is unable to use a restraint or seat 
belt because of their condition. 
 

When a child can travel without a car seat 
A child can travel without a child car seat in some circumstances. 

 

Taxis and minicabs (private hire vehicles) 
If the driver doesn’t provide the correct child car seat, children can travel without 
one - but only if they travel on a rear seat: 

 and wear an adult seat belt if they’re 3 or older 

 without a seat belt if they’re under 3 

 

 

 

! Only EU-approved weight-based child car seats can be used in the UK. 

These have a label showing a capital ‘E’ in a circle and ‘ECE R44’. 

http://www.childcarseats.org.uk/choosing-using/
https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/using-a-child-car-seat-or-booster-seat
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Minibuses, coaches and vans 
Minibus or coach drivers and companies don’t have to provide child car seats. You 
must provide your own if you want to make sure a child has one. 

 

Minibuses 
All children must travel in rear seats (any seats behind the driver) if a child car seat 
or an adult seat belt isn’t fitted. 
Children aged 3 or older must: 

 use a child car seat if there’s one available in a minibus 

 use an adult seat belt if child car seats are not fitted or are unsuitable 

 

Coaches 
Children can travel without a child seat or seat belt, if they’re not available. 

 

Vans 
The rules for vans are the same as for cars. 

 

Unexpected journeys 
If the correct child car seat isn’t available, a child aged 3 or older can use an adult seat 
belt if the journey is all of the following: 

 unexpected 

 necessary 

 over a short distance 
You can’t take children under 3 on an unexpected journey in a vehicle without the correct 
child car seat, unless both of the following apply: 

 it’s a licensed taxi or minicab 

 the child travels on a rear seat without a seat belt 

 

No room for a third child car seat 
Children under 3 must be in a child car seat. If there’s no room for a third child car seat in 
the back of the vehicle, the child must travel in the front seat with the correct child car 
seat. 
 
Children aged 3 or older can sit in the back using an adult belt. 

 

Vehicles without seat belts 
Children under 3 must be in a child car seat. If there’s no seat belt, they can’t travel. 
A child aged 3 or older can travel in a back seat without a child car seat and without a seat 
belt if the vehicle doesn’t have one. 

 

Manager’s Responsibilities  
 
It is the responsibility of the line manager to ensure that where child seats are provided by 
the Council for use on Council business they meet the legislative requirements regarding 
type-approval and labelling and that checks on the condition and suitability of all 
equipment used in the transportation of children. When equipment is deemed to be 
beyond its normal usable condition it must be withdrawn form service and replaced with a 



 

 

 

Transport Safety – Transporting Children in Vehicles        
  

Issue 3:      2017 
Review:      2019 

© Oxfordshire County Council     
Page 4 of 4 

 

suitable item. If, whist being used, the child seat or restraint has been involved in a road 
traffic collision it shall be disposed of as scrap and replaced. It should not be re-used. 

 

Employee’s Responsibilities 
 
All employees have a duty to ensure that any equipment they use to restrain a child in a 
vehicle is suitable for the child’s size and age, is in acceptable condition and is properly 
secured in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions. If they are required to use the 
child’s own car seat they must satisfy themselves as far as is reasonably practicable that 
the seat is appropriate and in an acceptable condition.  

 

For further information and advice: 

 

OCC Health and Safety Team 

 

healthandsafetyhelp@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Tel: 

03300 240849  

Health and Safety Executive (HSE) www.hse.gov.uk 

 

Department for Transport  https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/when-a-child-can-
travel-without-a-car-seat 

 
Issue date: March 2017 
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