
                         

 
 

 
 
 

Issued by the Health, Safety and Wellbeing Team, Customer Services, Unipart House, Garsington Road, OXFORD, OX4 2GQ 

 
Title: Hazardous Waste – Disposal         Issue 3: June 2012  

Review: June 2014 
© Oxfordshire County Council     

Page 1 of 3 

Health and Safety Guidance 

 
For: Heads of all Establishments/Settings 

OCC Managers 
Governors/Management Committees 
Trade Union Safety Representatives 
Employee Notice Boards 
Intranet 

 

 

Hazardous Waste - Disposal 
 

Legislation 
Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011  
 

Introduction  
Some types of waste are harmful to human health or to the environment either 
immediately or over an extended period of time, these are called hazardous wastes.   
 
Waste falls into one of three categories, those that are: 

• Always Hazardous 

- For example, lead acid batteries or fluorescent tubes. 

• Never Hazardous  

- For example edible oil. 

• May, or may not, be hazardous and need to be assessed  

- For example, ink or paint. 
 

Purpose  
The aim of the regulations is to provide a definition of hazardous waste and to put 
procedures in place to ensure the correct handling and disposal of such waste. 

 

Scope 
This guidance applies to managers in any County Council setting where hazardous waste 
is produced and/or disposed of. 
 

Definitions  
Hazardous waste is defined as any waste that is hazardous to human health or the 
environment. 
 

Information 
If you produce, transport or receive hazardous waste you will be regulated by the 
Hazardous Waste Regulations.  Implementation of the revised Waste Framework 
Directive, April 2011, has brought some changes to the Hazardous Waste Regulations.  
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They have updated some aspects of waste controls, the need for waste permits and 
authorisations for certain activities does not change. 
 
The regulations require establishments/settings producing waste to register with the 
Environment Agency (EA).  There are exceptions for some premises such as domestic 
premises, shops, offices, agricultural premises, schools, prisons and charity premises.  
However, the exempt premises will have a legal duty to register if they produce (or are like 
to produce) more that 200kg of hazardous waste in any 12 month period. 
 
Examples of 200kg of hazardous waste, provided by the Environment Agency, include: 

• 10 small TV’s; 

• 14 lead batteries; 

• 500 fluorescent tubes; 

• 5 small domestic fridges, or 

• A mixture of the above. 
 

Managers Responsibilities 
You will need to ensure your site is registered with the Environment Agency if applicable.  
If you are unsure of the weight of waste you produce you will need to check your waste 
consignment records.  Sites can be registered through your existing waste contractor, but 
you will save money by registering directly with the Environment Agency -  
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32198.aspx 
 
 . 
 
N.B. Delegated budget holders (schools) will need to enter a classification code when 
registering: 

• Primary Schools – this is 80.10; including primary/foundation stage special schools. 

• Secondary Schools – this is 80.21; including secondary phase special schools. 
 
Registration lasts for 12 months and must be renewed annually. 

 

 

For further information and advice: 

 
This guidance was written based on advice provided by the 
Environment Agency. 

 

 email and web addresses  
Specialist:   

Environment 

Agency  
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

03708 
506 506 
(Mon-Fri, 

8am - 6pm) 

Occupational 

Health 

email: occupational.health@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

web address: 
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/occupationalhealth 
 

01865 

815421 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32198.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
mailto:occupational.health@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/occupationalhealth


 

 

Title: Hazardous Waste – Disposal         Issue 3: June 2012 
Review: June 2014 

© Oxfordshire County Council     
Page 3 of 3 

Staff Care 

Services 

email: staffsupport@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

web address: 
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/staffcareservice 

01865 

854416 

H&S Training 

Learning & 

Development 

 

 

email: LandD.sharedservices@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

01865 

797123 

General:   

Health, Safety 

& Wellbeing 

Team 

 

email: healthandsafetyhelp@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 

web address: 
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/healthandsafety 

Helpdesk 

01865 

797222 

 

 

 
In summary: 
 

• Businesses are required to confirm that they have applied the waste management 
hierarchy when transferring waste and to include a declaration on their waste transfer 
note or consignment note; 

• A new waste hierarchy permit is required and where appropriate a condition relating to 
mixing of hazardous waste; 

• Introduce a two-tier system for waste carrier and broker registration, which includes 
those who carry their own waste and introduces a new concept of a waste dealer; 

• Make amendments to hazardous waste controls and definition; 

• Exclude some categories of waste from waste controls, notably animal by-products 
whilst including a small number of radioactive waste materials. 

 

The Future 
The regulations also require the separate collection of waste paper, metal, plastic and 
glass from 1

st
 January 2015.  You may wish to consider any changes to your procedures 

and take advantage of these future changes in good time. 
 

Waste Hierarchy 
The revised Waste Framework Directive places greater emphasis on the waste hierarchy 
to ensure that waste is dealt with in the priority order of: 
 
1

st
  Prevention; 

2
nd

  Preparing for re-use; 
3

rd
  Recycling; 

4
th

  Other recovery (for example, energy recovery); 
Finally  Disposal. 
 
Following the waste hierarchy is good practice which is recommended to be adopted.   
The waste hierarchy is expected to be implemented through amended Duty of Care 
requirements from the Autumn of 2011 and government will provide guidance on this. 

 

mailto:staffsupport@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/staffcareservice
mailto:LandD.sharedservices@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:healthandsafetyhelp@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/intranet/healthandsafety

