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New to Year 2? 

Preparing for End of Year Assessment

Jane Downes
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Participants will:

• Understand the statutory requirements at the end of KS1

• Understand the requirements of the KS1 tests

• Refine understanding of teacher assessment judgments in 

reading, writing and maths

• Know the KS1 moderation process
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Documents you will need 

2018 Assessment and Reporting Arrangements (ARA)  (Oct 17)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-key-stage-1-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-
ara

2018 Teacher Assessment Guidance: KS1 (Oct 17)
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655614/2018_ks1_teacher_
assessment_guidance_for_schools_and_local_authorities.pdf

• Exemplification material 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-
exemplification-ks1-english-writing

• KS1 Test Administrators Guidance  (March 18)

• Phonic Check Administrators Guidance (April 18)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-key-stage-1-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655614/2018_ks1_teacher_assessment_guidance_for_schools_and_local_authorities.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing
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Assessment and Reporting 

Arrangements

Statutory Requirements at the end of Y2:

• All pupils must be teacher assessed against the Teacher 

Assessment Frameworks, the Interim Pre-key Stage 

Standards or P scales

• All pupils should be considered for the KS1 tests

• All pupils who did not reach the expected standard in the phonic check last
year should be considered for retaking the check again this year

NOTE: TA is the only data used in school performance accountability at the 
end of KS1.
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Who Should Be Teacher Assessed?

• All pupils who have finished key stage 1 should be assessed

• If a pupil changes school before Tues 1st May 2018, the receiving

school must administer the tests and submit the TA data for the pupil

• If a pupils moves during the 2018 KS1 test period, the new school

must find out which tests have already been administered and

administer any remaining tests. The school where the pupil was

registered for the greater number of school days in May should

submit TA data for that pupil to the LA

• If a pupil changes school after the 31st May 2018, the school where

the child was registered during May must submit the TA data
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What Do We Report?

Reading
Writing
Maths

• Below the standard
• P scale
• Growing development of the standard
• Working towards the expected standard
• Working at the expected standard
• Working at greater depth within the expected 

standard

Science • Has not met the expected standard
• Working at the expected standard
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When Must Assessments be 

Reported?

‘KS1 Teacher Assessment outcomes must be submitted 
to their LA by Thursday 28th June 2018’

LAs may ask for data earlier than the date above to allow time for processing
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Suitable evidence to inform TA 

judgments

‘Teachers must make judgments for each eligible pupil against the
standards set out in the teacher assessment frameworks or the
interim pre-key stage standards. Exemplification is also available
to help teachers make their judgments where they want additional
guidance.

Teacher must use their knowledge of a pupil’s work over time, taking
into account their:

• Written, practical and oral classwork

• Results of the statutory KS1 tests in English reading and
mathematics’
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Assessment Framework Guidance –

changes for 2018

• A more flexible approach – teachers can now use their discretion

to ensure that on occasion, a particular weakness does not prevent

an accurate judgement of a pupil’s attainment overall being made.

The overall standard of attainment, set by the ‘pupil can’ statements,

remain the same.

• Revised ‘pupil can’ statements – a greater emphasis on

composition, while statements relating to the more ‘technical’

aspects of English writing (grammar, punctuation and spelling) are

less prescriptive. All changes are in line with the attainment targets

for the key stage 1 programme of study.
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A more flexible approach

• Must still assess a pupil against all of the ‘pupil can’ statements.

• While a pupil’s writing should meet all the statements (since they represent the key
elements within the NC) teachers can use their discretion to ensure that, on
occasion, a particular weakness does not prevent an accurate judgement of a pupil’s
overall attainment being made. This approach applies to English writing only.

• A teacher’s professional judgement takes precedence, but teachers must be able to
justify their decisions during moderation.

• Teachers must have good reason to judge that this is the most accurate standard to
describe the pupil’s overall attainment.

• The reason will vary from pupil to pupil but, in all instances, teachers must be
confident that the weakness is an exception in terms of the pupil’s overall
attainment.
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A particular weakness

• Can relate to a part or the whole of a statement (or statements); the only
consideration is whether it prevents an accurate judgement from being
made overall.

• A particular weakness may well relate to a specific learning difficulty, but it
is not limited to this.

• In addition, a specific learning difficulty does not automatically constitute a
particular weakness which would prevent an accurate judgement.

• The same overall standard must be applied equally to all pupils.
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Writing is likely to be  independent if it:

• emerges from a text, topic, visit, curriculum experience where pupils have

had opportunities to discuss and rehearse what is to be written about

• enables pupils to apply their own ideas and provides them with an

element of choice, for example writing from the perspective of a character

they have chosen themselves

• has been edited if required, by the pupil without the support of the

teacher, although this may be in response to self, peer or group

evaluation

• is produced by pupils who have, if required, sought out classroom

resources, such as dictionaries or thesauruses, without prompting to do

so by the teacher
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Writing is not likely to be independent if it 

has been:

• modelled or heavily scaffolded

• copied or paraphrased

• edited as a result of direct intervention by a teacher or other adult, for
example where the pupil has been directed to change specific words for
greater impact, where incorrect or omitted punctuation has been
indicated, or when incorrectly spelt words have been identified by an adult
for the pupil to correct

• produced with the support of electronic aids that automatically provide
correct spelling, synonyms, punctuation, or predictive text

• supported by detailed success criteria that specifically direct pupils as to
what to include, or where to include it, in their writing, such as directing
them to include specific vocabulary, grammatical features, or punctuation
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KS1 Tests 2018

Teachers must administer the tests to help make a secure

judgment for their final TA at the end of KS1. The tests make 

up one piece of evidence for the overall TA.

• Pupils must sit tests any time during May – contents of the tests must
remain confidential until 1st June

• Tests will be marked internally by a teacher who is familiar to the pupil

• Raw scores achieved in tests will be converted in to a scaled score
where 100 is the expected standard

• KS1 conversion tables will be published 1st June

• Pupils must only sit each test once
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The Tests

The KS1 tests consist of

• English reading paper 1: combined reading prompt and answer booklet

• English reading paper 2: reading booklet and reading answer booklet

• Maths Paper 1: arithmetic

• Maths Paper 2: reasoning

Optional GPS papers available to download Tues 1st May:

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling paper 1: spelling

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: questions
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Reading Test

• There are 2 reading papers

• Each paper has a selection of texts designed 
to increase in difficulty with a mixture of 
genres

• The second paper contains more challenging 
texts - the teacher can stop the test for any 
pupil if a pupil is struggling

• Both papers must be administered to all 
pupils

• Paper 1 will take approximately 30 mins and 
paper 2 approximately 40 mins

• There are some practice questions on paper 1 
but not paper 2
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Maths

Paper 1

• tests arithmetic; fluency in the fundamentals of
mathematics including place value, calculations and
fractions

• Some questions contain grids in the answer spaces.
These are for questions where pupils may benefit
from using more formal methods of calculation

• will take approximately 20 minutes

Paper 2

Tests reasoning; fluency by demonstrating their ability
to solve problems and reason mathematically

• includes a practice question and 5 aural questions.

• After the aural questions, the time for the rest of the
paper should be approximately 30 minutes
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Optional English Grammar, 

Punctuation and Spelling 

Paper 1

• spelling consists a test transcript to be read the
test administrator.

• Answer booklet consists of 20 missing words in
sentences,

• will last approximately 15 minutes

Paper 2

• Is a combined question and answer booklet
focusing on pupils’ knowledge of grammar,
punctuation and vocabulary

• Paper 2 will take approximately 20 minutes
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Tests – Implications

Test security
• Storage – should only be opened in the test room immediately before schools administer the test

• Must not discuss the content of the tests including comment on social media before 1st June

• Storage unused tests

Wall displays
Maths resources

Marking Tests: 
can be marked away from school, but appropriate security arrangements must be in place

Access Arrangements: 
don’t need to request permission from STA at KS1, but do need evidence that they are based on 
normal classroom practice.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-tests-access-arrangements

Maladministration: must report any concerns to STA on 0300 303 3013

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-tests-access-arrangements
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KS1 Access Arrangements

Some pupils with specific needs may need additional arrangements so they 

can take part in the KS1 tests.

Access arrangements should be based primarily on normal classroom practice.

• Schools do not need to apply for additional time as the tests aren’t strictly timed

• Scribes – consider word processing or transcripts first. Can be used in the case of 
injuries

• Word processors

• Written or oral translations of the maths tests

• Readers in the Maths and GPS tests

• Prompters 

• Compensatory marks spelling

• Rest breaks

• Transcripts
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Who Should Sit the Tests?

• The tests are designed to be used with all pupils who have completed the
KS1 programme of study and are working at the overall standard of the tests.
This means that if pupils are considered to be able to answer the
easiest questions, they should be entered for the test. These pupils may
not achieve a scaled score of 100, ‘the expected standard’, but should still
take the tests.

• Teachers should use their knowledge of the child to determine whether to
administer the tests or not. Practice materials may also be used to inform
these decisions

• Head teachers make the final decision about whether it is appropriate for a
pupil to take the tests. They should discuss their decision with parents and
write a report which should be sent to the pupils’ parents, chair of governors
and a copy should be placed on the pupils’ educational record see p 41 of
ARA
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Test Administration

Before administering the tests, the 

class teacher will need to ensure they 

have read the test administration 

guide.

Published in March
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Phonics

• Phonic check commences 11th June 2018

• The timetable variation week is wb 18th June 

• Teachers who are administering the check should watch the 

training video and read the Check Administrators Guide

www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-
materials-and-training-video

• The check consists of 20 real words and 20 pseudo words that a pupil 
reads aloud to a teacher

• Pupils must take the test in year 2 if they didn’t meet the required 
standard in year 1 or haven’t taken the check before

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video
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Content of the Phonics Screening 

Check

Section 1

The words in section 1 will have a variety of simple word structures

(for example CVC, VCC, CCVC and CVCC) using:

• single letters (a,b,c,d,e,f,g,h,i,j,k,l,m,n,o,p,q(u),r,s,t,u,v,w,x,y,z)

• some consonant digraphs (ch, ck, ff, ll, ng, sh, ss, th, zz)

• frequent and consistent vowel digraphs (ar, ee, oi, oo,or)

Section 2

The words in section 2 will have a variety of more complex word structures

(for example CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC and two syllable words) with some:

• additional consonant digraphs (ph, wh)

• less frequent and consistent vowel digraphs, including split digraphs (a-e, ai, au, aw,
ay, ea, e-e, er, ew, i-e, ie, ir, oa, o-e, ou, ow, oy, ue, u-e, ur)

• trigraphs (air, igh).
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Finalising Your Teacher 

Assessment Judgment 

• Teacher assessment is the main focus for end of KS1 
assessment and reporting. It is carried out as part of 
teaching and learning.

• To demonstrate that pupils have met a standard, teachers will 
need to have evidence that a pupil demonstrates consistent 
attainment of ALL the statements within the standard *

• Teacher should refer to the TA Frameworks and Interim Pre-key 
stage materials and can refer to the exemplification material.
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Pupils Working Below the Standard 

of the Tests

• For pupils who are working below the standard of the 
Interim Frameworks, there are additional interim 
arrangements in place.

• These are to be used by teachers to report a statutory 
assessment outcome for pupils working below the standard 
of the tests but above P scales.

• Pupils need to demonstrate all of the statements in the 
standard to be awarded the pre-key stage standard.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachmen
t_data/file/655620/2017_to_2018_interim_pre-
key_stage_1_standards_PDFA.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655620/2017_to_2018_interim_pre-key_stage_1_standards_PDFA.pdf
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Use of tests

A pupil’s answers to specific questions in classroom tests may provide

additional evidence that they have met certain statements, including

optional KS1 GPS test. Although tests might not focus solely on the

key aspects in the framework, they may provide evidence to support

the judgement overall.
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Qualifiers and examples

Indicates the extent to which pupils demonstrate the knowledge or skill
required.

• some – knowledge or skill is starting to be acquired and demonstrated
correctly on occasion, but not yet consistent or frequent

• many – the statement is met frequently but not yet consistently

• most – statement is generally met with only occasional errors

• Some of the statements contain examples to clarify the knowledge or
skill required. These do not dictate the evidence required, but show
only how that statement might be met. Teachers should refer to the
national curriculum to exemplify the statements, and can use STA’s
exemplification materials to support them in this if they choose.
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Spelling KS1

• A pupil’s standard in spelling should be evident throughout their writing. However,
spelling tests, including the optional KS1 GPS test, can provide additional
evidence of pupils’ independent spelling.

• At KS1 phonetically plausible but incorrect spellings should be regarded as
errors unless the statement makes it explicit that they can be accepted (eg. spelling
some words correctly and making phonetically plausible attempts at others)

• The framework refer to the word lists (English NC appendix1) to exemplify the
words that pupils should be able to spell. The common exception words listed are
non-statutory examples to show words with grapheme-phoneme correspondences
that do not fit in with that has been taught so far. Pupils are not required to use
all of the examples of the common exceptions words; teacher should assess
the words that pupils do use.

• Teachers and moderators should disregard incorrect spellings of words that require
application of the statutory requirements for KS2.
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Handwriting

• A pupil’s standard of handwriting should be evident throughout their

writing. When assessing it, teachers should consider evidence in a

pupil’s independent writing to judge whether the statements have been

met. Handwriting books or handwriting exercises can provide

additional evidence, but this would not be sufficient on its own.

• Pupils who are physically unable to write may use a word processor.

Pupils who are physically able to write may also choose to word-

process some of their writing, where appropriate. It is advised the

spelling and grammar functions are disabled.
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How To Decide Judgments

• Teachers will need to 

• look at the recorded evidence they have and check that they have evidence 
that all of statements have been achieved and whether it has been achieved 
consistently

• take in to account the level of support the pupils received and whether work 
was produced in a guided session, modelled session, whether spellings have 
been supported etc

• Ensure that all aspects of the NC have been taught and consider whether 
any pupils have a particular weakness which prevents an accurate judgment 
being made

• Schools must have a clear internal moderation process which 
scrutinises TA in advance of any external moderation



24/01/2018 | Page 33

Moderation 

• 25% of schools will have their judgments moderated

• Schools will be notified whether or not they will receive a moderation 
visit after the 18th May

• Schools will be informed which children have been chosen for 
moderation no sooner than the day prior to the moderation visit **

• Moderators will start off with some questions to ascertain the systems 
in the school to ensure judgments are accurate, preferably with all year 
2 teachers

• Moderators will then look at all the evidence provided and discuss this 
with the teacher

• Moderators will meet with the head teacher 
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Key Dates

May                                Test administration window

1st May                           Mark schemes available to download from NCA 

from18th May                  Schools to be notified whether or not they will     
……………………………receive a moderation 

1st June                          KS1 raw score conversion tables published

Wb 11th June                Phonic check week

4th June – 28th June       KS1 moderation window

Wb 18th June               Phonic check timetable variation

25th June                        phonic check threshold published

28th June                      Statutory deadline for KS1 data to be sent to LA
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Wall Planner

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a

ttachment_data/file/656168/2018_NCA_academic_calend

ar_PDFA.PDF

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/656168/2018_NCA_academic_calendar_PDFA.PDF
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Important Information

2018 Assessment and Reporting Arrangements (ARA)  (Oct 17)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-key-stage-1-assessment-and-reporting-
arrangements-ara

Scaled scores

• www.gov.uk/guidance/scaled-scores

Test Frameworks

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-test-frameworks

Practice Materials 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials

Teacher Assessment Frameworks 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-frameworks-at-the-end-of-key-
stage-1

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-key-stage-1-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/scaled-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-test-frameworks
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-frameworks-at-the-end-of-key-stage-1
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Exemplification

Writing

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-
assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing

Maths

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-
assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics

Reading

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-
assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-reading

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2016-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-reading
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Thank you

For information contact:

jane.downes@EESforschools.org

mailto:Jane.downes@EESforschools.org

