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Dear Headteacher 

PPE arrangements for the new academic year – September 2020 

I am very much aware of the impact and pressures the Covid-19 pandemic has created for you, your 

teachers and wider staff teams. I would like to thank you all for everything you have done and everything 

you continue to do to support our children and families across Oxfordshire during such a challenging and 

unprecedented time.  

I writing to update you on access to PPE as we progress with our national and local recovery plans moving 

into the new academic year in September.   

As you are aware, we provided PPE to some schools in May to aid reopening; this was because PPE was 

in short supply at that time and in some cases quality was variable from suppliers, so we felt this was the 

right action for the local authority to take.  

I now want to confirm the arrangements that are in place in advance of the new term that starts in 

September 

1. As a first principle, and in the normal course of business, schools are expected to continue to 

source supplies of PPE from their usual supplier.  

2. However, we do recognise that in some situations the delivery time for some types of PPE can be 

up to six weeks and this may impact on arrangements for the new academic year 

3. Should these delivery times impact on your school’s ability to reopen safely, then in an emergency 

and during September you may approach the County Council for some short-term support to aid 

normal opening. You can do this by contacting us at UrgentPPE@Oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

4. The County Council will then consider its own stock levels of PPE and may assist you if at all 

possible.  

5. Please note that any PPE equipment that is supplied to you by the County Council will be charged 

to your school at cost. 

6. I do need to emphasise that the County Council only holds a limited supply of PPE and therefore 

schools must continue to order PPE from their usual supplier during this period as part of their 

business as usual arrangements 
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7. We will of course continue to provide advice, information and support as we usually would given 

the current challenges being faced due to COVID19. 

I hope the above helps to clarify the arrangements that are in place for the start of the new term. I know 

that you will be working hard to ensure that we have safe arrangements in place for staff and pupils alike 

and I would again like to thank you for your support at this time. 

 

Should you have any questions about PPE or its use then please do contact us using your usual contact 

points or by using the above urgentPPE@oxfordshire.gov.uk email address. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Chris Hilliard 

Consultant Deputy Director – Education  

Children, Education & Families 

 

Mobile: 07881 518322 
Email: chris.hilliard@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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