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Guidance for Schools: 
Tracking Student Destinations  

 
Why tracking matters 
 
Tracking the intended destination of students will identify those in year 11 that do 
not have a clear idea about what they intend to do post-16. This information can be 
used to plan IAG delivery, including targeting those that need it extra support. 

As well as identifying those without intended destinations, it is also a chance for the 
school to ensure that the offers students do have are appropriate and realistic for 
those students. Schools are required to share year 11 intended destinations with the 
local authority in support of their own statutory duty to deliver careers guidance as 
well as to support ‘Raising the Participation Age’ (RPA) and the September 
Guarantee. 

The collection of actual destination data of year 11 and 13 leavers is a useful 
measure for schools to analyse the range of further and higher education and 
training opportunities taken up by their students and to assess the quality of careers 
guidance. Schools are also required to share actual destinations with the local 
authority. This helps to identify those 16-19 year olds who are not in education, 
employment or training (NEET). IAG and other support services can then be targeted 
to these young people. 

During the year schools are asked to inform the local authority about any early 
leavers that do not finish their course. Again this information is used to target 
support to encourage and assist young people back into learning. 
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Tracking tips 
 

1) Starting early & having a well-coordinated approach 
There is no comprehensive process to capturing this information as students will end 
up changing their minds, but there are procedures that can be put in place to make it 
more manageable and for you to get as much information as you can. 
 
Schools should start collecting information about what students are intending to do at 
the beginning of year 11 and 13. Most schools do this as a matter of course to identify 
students they might need to target with specific IAG during the year. This collection of 
information can form the intended destination list and can then be updated throughout 
the year as students decide or change their mind. 
 
It is likely that there are different teams within a school that might be able to capture 
some of this information just through the everyday work they do. For example the 
reception team might pick up information of when students start or leave school and 
where they go. Make sure they know that any information like this should be sent 
through to the person/team collating destination information. 
 
 

2) The knowledge of the careers advisor 
Year 11 students are likely to have an interview with the Careers advisor This is a 
chance to record what students are intending to do. If the career advisor is not the one 
putting together the destination lists, they should be consulted.  
 
 

3) Student questionnaires  
Student questionnaires are an easy way to capture information throughout the year. 
Some schools ask their students at the beginning of the year and also again at the end of 
the year on their leavers form.  
 
This could be done though 1-1 interviews or in tutorials where you can ask tutors to get 
students to fill out the questionnaires. This makes the task more manageable as shared 
between staff. 

 
 

4) Linking with the Sixth Form 
Work closely with the sixth form to find out which students have applied to stay on. 
Some schools have said that after the sixth form open evening they get a strong 
indication of who is interested in staying on and they then focus on students that will be 
taking different routes. 
 
For those leaving year 13, the sixth form office should also be a good source of 
information for where those students go onto. 
 
 



February 2014 

5) Building good relations with FE Colleges and other post-16 
providers 

Having good relationships with the FE colleges and other providers that your students 
move onto can often mean ease of sharing information about which students have 
applied and then who has enrolled. 
 
 

6) Register on OXME 
Students can register their information and intended destination / destination on the 
OXME website. Direct web address is www.oxme.info/register   
 
 

7) Signing out 
Some schools may have a process whereby students must formerly sign-off by going 
around to all the departments to get signatures that all texts books etc have been 
returned. Part of that checklist could be to see the careers advisor or staff to confirm 
what their intended destination is. 
 
 

8) Roll-Call September 
The easiest destinations to check for year 11 leavers should be those that have 
continued onto the sixth form at the same school. Simply take the enrolment data of 
year 12 students.  
 

9) Results day 
There is an opportunity on results day to have staff present to capture destination 
information as students collect their results. This could also be key to offering 
support/signposting those that have not got the results they need or a destination. 
 
Some schools will look at the results the day before to know which students have not 
got the grades for what they intended. They then target those students who have not 
done well with a leaflet to contact the advisor- who is there on the day or is available to 
meet in the following days. As way of support as well as knowing what these students 
are doing. 
 
 

10) Ringing up to confirm actual destinations 
This can be a time consuming task, but if all other procedures have been in place, there 
shouldn’t be a mountain of students to ring. There will always be a few to call up and 
time and resources need to be allocated to doing this at the beginning of September. It 
could be shared among career and admin staff at the school. 
 
Schools can use this as an opportunity to offer support to those still without a 
destination and to sign-post them to their nearest early intervention hub for more 
support. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oxme.info/register
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11) Student References 
The admin team and teachers may directly receive reference requests for students from 
providers or employers. This is a great way to get destination data but teachers and 
staff need to know that they should pass this information on and who to. When staff get 
this request they could simply let one point of contact know the destination 
information.  
 
 

12) Ask all School Staff 
Email all school staff or put a list in the staff room of students whose destinations are 
still unknown and ask for any information they have. 
 
 

13) Ask siblings 
If appropriate why not ask a sibling still at the school, what their brother or sister is 
doing. 
 
 

14) Graduation evening for leavers with awards in September 
Some schools put on awards evenings in the autumn term for leavers of the summer. 
This is to celebrate their achievements, but could also be an opportunity to capture 
destination information.  
 
 

15) Using social media and the school website 
Set up a platform on the school website or a facebook page, if appropriate, which is for 
the leavers year group where they can share what they have gone on to do. You could 
inform students of this before they leave to ensure they know about it. 
 
 

16) UCAS for year 13 leavers 
A large number of sixth formers will be going to university and this information should 
be available to access on the UCAS website by schools.  
 

 
 
 


