
Post -16 English and Maths as part of the 16-19 Study Programmes 
 

 
 

 From September 2013 all students in full or part-time education aged 16 to 19 
will be expected to follow a study programme tailored to their individual needs, 
education and employment goals, including students with learning difficulties 
and/or disabilities. 
 

 The English and mathematics requirement of study programmes means 
that students who have not achieved an A*- C GCSE in these subjects 
by age 16 will continue to study towards achieving this level of 
attainment.  

 

 Where a student does not have a GCSE A*-C, they must take either: 

o English and mathematics GCSEs or i-GCSEs (including level 1/level 2 
certificates) that count towards the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) 
measure in KS4 performance tables 

o functional skills and free-standing mathematics qualifications registered 
with Ofqual, as a stepping stone to GCSE study 

o English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) qualifications 
registered with Ofqual, as a stepping stone to GCSE study 
 

 This requirement will be enforced by making the study of English and 
mathematics a condition of the student place being funded from September 
2014. For further information, see Annex D of the EFA’s May 2013 funding 
update. 
 

 Students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities (LLDD) will be 
excluded from this requirement where appropriate. Students with LLDD who 
are capable of taking and achieving these qualifications, although they may 
be stretching, should always do so. However, all students with LLDD who do 
not hold a GCSE level A* - C in English and/or maths should work towards 
qualifications at some level in these subjects, where it is appropriate for them 
to do so, to be eligible for study programme funding.  

 

 The condition will not apply where students enter the school, college or 
training institution from another country with an education system that 
does not provide these qualifications. These students will have demonstrated 
to the satisfaction of the school or college that the qualification they hold is a 

Background 
Over one third of all young people leave post-16 education each year without having a 
GCSE A*-C in English and mathematics - in 2011 to 2012, 44% did not achieve this in 
both subjects. 
 
Despite their importance in gaining any kind of work, around a fifth of young people are 
never taught maths and English after failing to achieve a GCSE pass at the age of 16. 

 

http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/f/funding%20regulations%202013-14%20-version%201%20updated%2016may13_001.pdf
http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/f/funding%20regulations%202013-14%20-version%201%20updated%2016may13_001.pdf


suitable equivalent and that they possess the necessary competency in the 
subject in question.  

 
Timeline of funding from DfE 
Baseline year (from 2011/12 data)  
In 2013 the EFA will provide a report based on 2011/12 data that outlines the 
indicative percentage of students with each institution where the condition is not 
currently met to inform institutions’ planning. These reports will be re-run based on 
2012/13 data.  
 
2013/14 academic year  
For starters from autumn 2013 the institution will receive warnings that unless 
English and/or maths are included in the following year the student would not be 
funded in future.  
 
2014/15 academic year  
For autumn 2014 starters, any student where the conditions are not met will be 
removed from allocations data for 2016/17. The institution will receive advance 
warning of this in their January 2016 Student Number Statement.  
 
The role of the Early Intervention Service 
 
The Local Authority does not hold any statutory function to ensure maths and 
English qualifications are implemented within the study programmes. However, it 
does have a role to ensure schools meet their requirements and to support young 
people to know and access their entitlement. 
 
The Early Intervention Hubs will ensure young people are aware of this requirement 
when working with young people ‘not participating’ in learning and/or work and 
support them to access appropriate learning. 
 
The Youth Engagement and Opportunities team will ensure young people using web 
chat and other online /web based services have the information and will work with 
schools and colleges to ensure they are aware of their duties.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information extracted from the DfE documents 
September 2013 
 
DfE information on 16 -19 Study Programmes 
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/qandlearning/pro
grammes  
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