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An Abstract Summary 

 
The Draft policy highlights relevant legal information & requirements, which 
underpin policy & good practice in this area. 
 
It provides: 
 
1.  A legal framework for guidance within a complicated area of law: 

• Duty of Care of those persons authorised to look after others 
• The Guidance for Restrictive Physical Interventions (DOH/DfES July 

2002) 
• Education & Inspections Act 2006 
• The ensuing Statutory Powers of Teachers & the position of adults, 

who are charged with specific & non-specific responsibilities 
 

2.  A Thinking Mechanism for persons working with young people in 
controversial situations.  
These include: 

• Lawful defences  
• A Health & Safety perspective to identify & reduce risk: using risk 

assessment techniques; reducing risk through the use of Positive 
Handling Plans, which include environmental changes, de-escalation 
strategies, alternatives to physical controls, help protocols & the use of 
scripts 

 
3.  Appropriate direction towards training & support for staff, to include 

understanding the judgements required in deciding when to make any 
physical interventions; the skills to listen to pupils & colleagues to: 

• Learn from experiences & improve what is possible 
• Ensure the wellbeing of pupils & colleagues 
• Ensure functional systems of recording, reporting, monitoring & 

evaluating 
 

4.  For all parties to understand the systems of complaints. 
 
5.  A Glossary of Terms to provide consistency in language, understanding & 

communication. 
 
The LA policy provides schools & other settings with the key features to: 

• formulate their own policy & guidance  
• ensure access & understanding of the above 
• protect & safeguard the staff & those authorised to work in such settings 
• protect & safeguard the young people in their care 
• work with other professionals & those with parental responsibilities 
• ensure review of the policy & guidance, as appropriate 


