
 
 

                

CYP&f/LADO/Barry’s Cases/North Somerset Response 

  
 
 
To Headteachers of All Schools 

3rd floor County Hall 
New Road 
Oxford 
OX1 1ND 
Jim Leivers 
Director for Children, Education & 
Families 
 

My ref: BA/ca  Your ref:  Date: August 2012 
 
This matter is being dealt with by Barry Armstrong Direct Line: 01865 815956 
Email: barry.armstrong@oxfordshire.gov.uk     
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
On 26 January 2012 North Somerset Safeguarding Board published an Overview Report and 
an Executive Summary of a Serious Case Review (SCR) conducted after the arrest of a 
teacher suspected of abusing children in his care.  Many of you will be familiar with the case 
which received significant media coverage.   
  
When publishing the SCR Overview Report and Executive Summary the LSCB Chair 
recommended that the SCR was read by every head teacher, every chair of governors and 
safeguarding boards across the country because of the issues it raises and the 
recommendations it makes. 
  
The Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children and Families, Tim Loughton MP, 
has asked, exceptionally in this case, for the SCR to be brought to the attention of all LSCBs 
to consider the implications for schools in their areas.  The links to both the Overview Report 
and Executive Summary are provided below. 
   
http://www.northsomersetlscb.org.uk/uploads/files/283.pdf 
  
http://www.northsomersetlscb.org.uk/uploads/files/282.pdf 
 
Most of you will already be aware of the requirement for the governing body to undertake an 
annual review of both safeguarding policy and procedure within your school (for non-school 
settings this annual review would be a section 11 report).  This annual review for schools is 
supported by the existence of an annual report which is designed to be completed by senior 
staff, for consideration by the governing body as part of their review. A copy of the completed 
report should also be returned to the schools safeguarding team annually. A copy of the 
template report can be found on the; 
 
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/CYPF/schools/behaviour_attendance/safeguar
ding_child_protection/Annual_Safeguarding_Report_Governing_Body.doc  

mailto:barry.armstrong@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.northsomersetlscb.org.uk/uploads/files/283.pdf
http://www.northsomersetlscb.org.uk/uploads/files/282.pdf
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/CYPF/schools/behaviour_attendance/safeguarding_child_protection/Annual_Safeguarding_Report_Governing_Body.doc
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/CYPF/schools/behaviour_attendance/safeguarding_child_protection/Annual_Safeguarding_Report_Governing_Body.doc


 
Page 2 of 2 

 
The serious case review in Somerset has once again reinforced the need for regular reviews 
of all aspects of safeguarding practice in schools and in particular  the need for all staff to be 
vigilant and raise concerns about  any behaviour around children that are a cause of concern.  
For the protection of staff and children, I would recommend that the document in the link 
below entitled "Guidance for safer working practice for adults who work with children” be read 
by as many school staff as possible and this document should form part of the induction for 
any new starter. Whilst not a comprehensive cover all of do’s and don’ts, it is nevertheless a 
helpful guide to situations that school staff will often find themselves in every day.   
 
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/CYPF/schools/behaviour_attendance/safeguar
ding_child_protection/Safer_Working_Practice.pdf  
 
Finally, whilst bringing all this to your attention I would also want to remind you that both 
myself and my colleague Alison Beasley are here to support you with the safeguarding 
agenda.  If we can help in any way please don’t hesitate to contact us or our administrators 
on;  
 
Barry Armstrong - 01865 815659    E-mail: barry.armstrong@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Alison Beasley – 01865 323457      E-mail: alison.beasley@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Jill Price – 01865 810603                E-mail: jill.price@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Corina Avdeenco – 01865 810610  E-mail: corina.avdeenco@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Barry Armstrong 
Local Area Designated Officer/Schools Safeguarding Team 
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