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“My vision for RE is that it produces pupils who are religiously literate and who function well in a 
theologically and philosophically diverse world.” (Mark Chater 2015) 

What do we mean by ‘religiously literate’ and how do we achieve this? 
 

What future for RE? Working together for quality RE 

RE is at a watershed. Recent reports have been calling for change and almost 
everyone recognises this need in the light of developments in education over the 
last ten years and societal changes over the last 30. The focus needs to be how 
best to provide quality religious education for all children in all schools locally and 
nationally. 

To do this we need to engage with key stakeholders: pupils, teachers and faith/belief communities. 
Oxfordshire SACRE is keen to work with schools and academies to support and network for the benefit of 
pupils and teachers of RE. We are exploring four key questions: 

• What is the purpose of RE?  
• What does quality RE look like? 
• What does it mean to be ‘religiously literate’? 
• How can we work together to bring this about? 

In view of this, Bill Moore, the Adviser to SACRE, is liaising with schools and academies of all phases to 
explore these issues with school leaders and leaders and teachers of RE. One thing is certain: religion and 
belief have a huge impact on local, national and global issues and we cannot afford for our children and 
young people to grow up without a good degree of ‘religious literacy’ to help them make sense of a 
education system to provide this for all our pupils. 

Bill will be contacting a number of schools to arrange a visit over this term and if you would like to be 
involved please contact him on 07749211997 or bjvmoore@aol.com . 

The reports are: 

RE for Real - http://www.gold.ac.uk/faithsunit/reforreal/  
 

Living with difference - http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/uploads/Living%20with%20Difference.pdf  
 

A new settlement for RE - http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-
for-Religion-and-Belief-in-schools.pdf  
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SACRE developments 

Oxfordshire SACRE is keen to support schools and is working on how best to do this. Part of the 
developments will include redesigning the website. Please contact Bill with your ideas and wishes for 
support from SACRE so that we are better able to meet your needs. 

The Website itself should be a place for you to go to find out information, so please take a look at the RE 
and the SACRE pages on the CC website and contact Bill to say what you would like to see; it may not all be 
possible, but we will do what we can! 

 

Examination reforms. 

NATRE has published an up-date on exam changes which can be accessed 
at: http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-and-Belief-in-
schools.pdf . (For those schools that do not yet subscribe to REToday, you can see what they offer and 
subscribe on-line at http://www.natre.org.uk/. They provide both primary and secondary memberships.) 

 

 

Dates for your diary  

 

1 Oxfordshire Conferences for RE leaders and teachers 

SACRE is putting on a training day for leaders and teachers of RE. 

Tuesday 28th June 2016 – Secondary 

Friday 1st July 2016 – Primary 

• Review and share best practice in the implementation of the Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus 
• Develop assessment to secure progression in RE 
• Focus on phase-specific issues 
• Establish networks for mutual support and development in the future 

This will be an opportunity to share your practice, establish links with and learn from each other and refine 
and develop your approach to planning learning and assessment in RE.  See flyer from OCC for more details. 

2 Joint National Conference - Words beyond words: inspiring religious literacy 

Date: 8-9 October 2016 
Venue: North of England TBC 
Price: £100 

This joint conference between NATRE, AREIAC & AULRE has been designed to bring together the wider RE 
community from classroom teachers to inspectors, ITTs to renowned academics and everyone in between. 

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/religious-education
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http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-and-Belief-in-schools.pdf
http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-and-Belief-in-schools.pdf
http://www.natre.org.uk/
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Words beyond words will explore religious literacy, good practice of RE and address subject knowledge needs for 
all key stages. 

3 RE – am I bothered? National RE Conference 

SAT 18TH June 2016 at Woburn Forest Center Parks sponsored by the St Albans Diocese.  

You can download a programme here 

You can book through REToday 
http://www.natre.org.uk/courses-events/upcoming-courses-events/re-am-i-bothered-
conference/  

 

Some Resources 

Islam:  
Muslim Learner Services Imran Kotwal,   
www.muslimlearnerservices.org   
Schools that have used this have been very positive about it. 
 

Hinduism 

Hinduism Workshops for Schools 
http://www.hinduismworkshops.co.uk/  

You can book Hinduism workshops for teachers and pupils of all ages from this nationally well-regarded 
company. 

 

RE Quality Mark http://www.reqm.org/   

Not only a badge, but also one of the best tools for raising the standard and 
profile of RE in schools. 

 

 

Thank you! 

SACRE hopes you and your pupils have an excellent term. We fully appreciate the work that you do to make 
RE a valuable part of pupils’ learning. For those of you who have students entering for public examinations, 
please pass on our best wishes to them and also to you as you help them to prepare. 

We do hope that as many of you as can will attend the training on 28th June and 1st July. It is only by 
collaborating and sharing good practice, as well as mutual support and encouragement that we will be able 
to ensure that RE in our schools is challenging and engaging for all. 

If you have any suggestions or contributions to future editions or events, please contact Bill Moore. 
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07749211997 
bjvmoore@aol.com 
www.justbmoore.com  

mailto:bjvmoore@aol.com
http://www.justbmoore.com/

	2 Joint National Conference - Words beyond words: inspiring religious literacy

