
  

 Why become a Restorative School?  Clare Pike, Lead for Learner Engagement 
 
 

Connection Matters… 
 

We all need to feel that we belong – connectedness is a key factor in our sense of well-being.   
When disconnection happens due to conflict or trauma, ways need to be sought as soon as possible to 
create re-connection.  A disconnected person will feel excluded from empathy, care, consideration and 
respect, and is less likely then to display these with others.  
 

What is Restorative Practice? 
 

Restorative Practice is all about relationships – making, maintaining and, when necessary, repairing 
relationships.  In school, it’s about securing a sense of belonging and connectedness for all members of 
the community. 
 

What is Restorative Justice? 
 

Restorative Justice constitutes an innovative approach that is taken to repairing harm that has been done 
to relationships.  It prioritises meeting the underlying needs of the people involved above the need to 
assign blame and dispense punishment.  
 
A restorative approach enables everybody’s voice to be heard.  It enables those who have been harmed to 
convey the impact of the harm to those responsible, and for those responsible to acknowledge this impact 
and take steps to put it right. It is prioritising working with people at every opportunity and promoting 
empathy, care, consideration and respect.   

 
 

 
 

“Every violent act is the tragic expression of unmet needs”  
- Marshall Rosenberg 

 
 

 
 

What are the benefits of Restorative Practice for schools? 
 

A Restorative School instils in children the importance of doing the right for the right reasons, not simply 
doing the right thing for a reward or to avoid a sanction.  It involves holding people to account in a 
meaningful and constructive way, agreeing clear boundaries to work within and providing the right 
support and encouragement to reach agreed goals.   
 

Experience and evidence at local and national levels has shown that restorative processes have a positive 
impact in changing school cultures, especially regarding attendance and behaviour, when prioritised as 
part of whole-school improvement work and embedded in a wider restorative context.  A report published 
by the Department for Education gave whole-school restorative approaches the highest rating of 
effectiveness at preventing bullying, with a survey of schools showing 97% rated restorative approaches 
as effective.   
 

Oxfordshire County Council is committed to supporting Oxfordshire Schools in embedding Restorative 
Practice.  Restorative Practice is also an approved approach by Children’s Social Care and Thames Valley 
Police.  Your child’s school is one of over 30 schools in Oxfordshire currently on a journey to becoming a 
more restorative school.  

 
 

 

https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/files/Preventing%20and%20tackling%20bullying.pdf

