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Dear parents and carers, 
 
We hope you are all well, finding lockdown manageable and are taking advantage of some more 
freedoms since the restrictions have been eased a little. The Virtual School team continue to work 
remotely and are getting better at online meetings! We are supporting schools, pupils and families 
and working closely with social workers to discuss the possible changes for schools in terms of 
welcoming more children. Designated Teachers have been thinking about what will work best for our 
looked after children who have been home learning and who are hoping to return to school. The 
Virtual School has organised some training and discussions for teachers around what schools may 
need to consider in this process. We know some children and young people will have benefitted from 
home learning and from having extended time with their foster families. Many children are missing 
their friends and are keen to socialise again. However, some children have been able to relax at 
home and not have the pressure of fitting in with their peer group. Being around larger groups of 
people is going to be something that all of us will have to adjust to. Schools will be thinking about 
wellbeing for all - staff and children. None of us really know what things are going to be like in the 
future. But we are all in the same boat and when schools do open their doors to more pupils, many 
children are going to need additional support, nurture, and connection. We can all acknowledge that 
things may be difficult, and we can support our children to build resilience.  
In practical terms, if you are planning to send your child back to school along with other early years, 
reception, and year 6 children, make sure you have contacted the school to let them know. Schools 
are drawing up comprehensive plans and risk assessments for their classes. Groups in school will be 
smaller, therefore staffing needs to be sorted out in advance. Each school will be in touch to let 
parents and carers know the details of the school day and how the routines may differ from normal. It 
is a really good idea to explain how the school day might be different and talk your child through what 
they might experience and how that could feel.  
 
With schools widening their opening, some primary schools will be setting less home 
learning because their staff will be in school teaching. This is where the Mobile 
Curriculum Learning app may come in useful. The feedback is very positive, and 
the app has some really good content on it. It is a good time to introduce a different 
way to access learning.  It is available on smart phones, tablets/ipads and via the 
web and uses the same codes that you have already been sent for the Foster Carers 
app. The app covers a range of topics and curriculum areas. The licence for the 
Mobile Curriculum Learning KS1-4 App is from May 2020 and will expire at the end of December 
2020. Your social worker should have sent you details. The username and password are the same as 
the ones for the foster carers training app. If you need your log in details, you can contact your Virtual 
School caseworker who can send the details to you.  
 
 
 
 



 

How Can I Access My Licence?   
 On Smart Phones and Tablets: For i-Phones search the Apple Store and for Android phones search 

the Play Store for the VSLAC app that looks like this: 

Download the app, open, enter your unique codes as directed  
and download your publications. Now you are ready to go! 
 
 

You can also download it using a PC or laptop. Via the Web: Simply visit go.nimbl.uk.  
Enter your username and password and you can view all the resources.  
 
 
 

The Children in Care Council (CiCC) have been running meetings online and they 
have been going well. The CiCC has older pupils who are ambassadors and they 
have been helping run ‘mini’ meetings with small groups of children and young 
people. Having the meetings in an online forum has been great for some of your 
youngsters as they have felt more comfortable to take part. There are adults as well 
as the ambassadors facilitating the meetings and an activity is included so everyone 
can take part. There are some bigger meetings planned and we are keen to include 
new members. If you would like your child(ren) to take part, please encourage them to have a go. 
Just contact James Collins our Engagement Officer-Children in Care Council as he enthusiastic 
about helping our young people make connections and get involved. 
james.collins@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
 

 
The Oxfordshire Kindness Wave is continuing to do some fantastic 
things to support young people through creativity. The latest 
challenge has been set by Dr Alexy Karenowska, a scientist at 
Magdalen College in Oxford. There are six £50 Amazon vouchers up 
for grabs for ‘The Great Tower Challenge’.  
 
 

Magdalen College has the tallest tower in Oxford and the challenge is to build a self-supporting tower 
out of recycled materials. The tower should be as tall as the child building it! See the video here or 
check out the website - https://oxfordshirekindnesswave.org.uk/. The top towers will 
be displayed in the History of Science Museum. Could be a really fun challenge to get 
involved in. Email your entries to michelle.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
 
Hope you have had a lovely half term.  
 
Take care and best wishes from the Virtual School team  
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