
 
  

TAKING UP A HEADSHIP IN OXFORDSHIRE  

Oxfordshire - a vibrant place to live and work.  

The county is a pleasant mix of attractive rural villages and historic towns with easy 
access to major transport links. Based around the city of Oxford with its tradition of 
academic excellence, the county has a thriving high-wage, high-skill, high employment 
economy centred on the motor industry, biotechnology, publishing and higher education. 
However there is also a low-wage economy based around the service sector, including 
tourism and, like every county, there are social problems both rural and urban which 
need to be addressed.  

Oxfordshire has a population of 655,000 (2011 census) and is set to rise to 748,000 in 
2026. Children aged 0 -19 account for 24% of this total. This figure showed a population 
growth of 8.1% from the previous census. 23% of the population live in the city of 
Oxford. Only two other towns (Banbury and Abingdon) have more than 30,000 people. 
Seven other towns (Bicester, Didcot, Thame, Kidlington, Abingdon, Witney and 
Carterton) have populations of over 10,000, but approximately half the county’s 
population live in rural areas or smaller towns, indeed Oxfordshire is the most rural 
county in South East England. About 75% of Oxfordshire is designated as Green Belt, 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty or Areas of High Landscape Value, and almost 
78% of its area is devoted to agriculture.  

Oxfordshire is recognised as one of Europe’s leading centres of enterprise and 
innovation, as a centre for culture and for the quality of its education, natural, historical 
and built environment. The Oxfordshire economy is one of the most successful in the 
country. Oxfordshire has had the lowest rate of unemployment of any county in England 
and Wales. The county continues to grow rapidly in population. Bicester is set to become 
the second town in the county by building over 7,000 houses, the most rapid expansion 
of any town in Europe. This has changed Oxfordshire from a predominantly rural county 
into a significant player in the economy of the south-east.  

Oxfordshire is a county with:  

the second lowest unemployment in England and Wales (after Surrey);  

the highest level of graduates in its workforce (12%);  

the highest proportion of research and development workers (25% of all 

such workers in the south-east excluding London).  

 

The County Council is a minority Conservative administration exercised through a 10 
Member Cabinet which meets fortnightly.  
 
There are five district councils in the county – Oxford City, Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, 
West Oxfordshire and The Vale of the White Horse. 


