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Guidance for schools: tracking student destinations 
 

Why tracking matters 
 
All schools and colleges have a statutory duty to track their leavers destinations for at least 
two long terms (until Easter of the next academic year) after they leave the institution.  
 
Tracking the intended destination of students will identify those in year 11 that do not have 
a clear idea about what they intend to do post-16. Engaging with destinations data before 
students leave allows schools to provide guidance and ensure they are making informed 
decisions. This information can be used to plan careers education, information, advice and 
guidance (CEIAG) delivery for year 11, including targeting those that need extra support. 
 
As well as identifying those without intended destinations, it is also a chance for the school 
to ensure that the offers students do have are appropriate and realistic for those students. 
Schools are required to share year 11 intended destinations with their local authority in 
support of their own statutory duty to deliver careers education and guidance.  
 
The tracking of actual destination data for year 11 and year 13 leavers is a useful measure 
for schools to analyse the range of further and higher education and training opportunities 
taken up by their students and the assess the quality of careers guidance. Destination 
measures are the data the Department for Education (DfE) publishes in performance tables 
as an accountability tool. Schools are also required to share actual destinations with the 
local authority. This helps to identify those 16-19-year olds who are not in education, 
employment or training (NEET). IAG and other support services can then be targeted to 
these young people. 
 
Destinations data can also be used to help evaluate the provision of CEIAG in a school. 
Cross-referencing intended, and actual destinations can help schools determine in careers 
provision was right for their students, and if any adjustments are needed. Collecting longer-
term information can also help a school towards meeting Gatsby Benchmark 3. Collecting 
this information can also help build alumni networks which can help and support future 
students.    
 
During the year, schools are asked to inform the local authority about any early leavers that 
do not finish their course. Again, this information is used to encourage and assist young 
people back into learning.  
 
Guidance for best practice for destinations data can be found on the DfE website.  
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Tracking Tips – intended destinations 
 

Starting early and having a well-coordinated approach 
 
There is no comprehensive process to capturing this information as students can change 
their minds or face a change in circumstances. However, there are procedures you can put 
in place to make it manageable and for you to collect as accurate data as possible.   
 
Schools should start collecting information about what students intend to do at the 
beginning of year 11 and 13 (in the case of year 13, this may begin in the last term of year 
12.) Most schools do this as a matter of course to identify students who may need 
additional support. This initial collection of information can be used to create the basis of 
the intended destinations database and can be updated throughout the year as students 
receive more individualised guidance and refine their choices.  
 
It is likely there are difference teams within a school that might be able to capture some of 
this information just though the everyday work they do (e.g. Head of Year, Form Tutors, 
UCAS coordinators). Make sure they know where to store this information, or that this 
should be sent to the person/team collating destinations information.  
 

The knowledge of the careers advisor 
 
Year 11 students should have at least one interview with a careers advisor. This is a chance 
to record what students are intending to do. If the careers advisor is not the one putting 
together the destinations lists, they should be consulted.  
 

Student questionnaires 
 
Student questionnaires are a good way of capturing information throughout the year, 
provided they are used with other methods of collecting information. Some schools ask 
their students at the beginning of the year and then after mock exams in January to see if 
there are any changes to intentions. This could be one through 1-1 interviews with tutors, or 
you could ask tutors to get students to fill out questionnaires. Booking computer rooms for 
tutors can allow you to create an electronic version using software such as google forms.  
 
It is important that if you are asking staff members to support you with this, that they are 
knowledgeable and confidence with both the purpose of the questionnaire, and to answer 
student questions about destinations. This will allow you to collect higher-quality, useful 
information.   
 

Linking with the Sixth Form 
 
Work closely with the sixth form to find out which students have applied to stay on. This will 
allow you to not just find out destinations information but allow you to create the Offers of 
Learning data. For many schools, this data will become more clearer after the sixth form 
open evening. For those leaving year 13, the sixth form team should have a good knowledge 
of what each student plans to do.  
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Attending Parents Evenings and Open Evenings 
 
Attending parents’ evenings at key decision-making times can be extremely useful in 
discussing plans and engaging parents with CEIAG. Having a stall at Open Evenings for GCSE 
options and sixth form open evenings can allow parents and students to discuss the range of 
options and how these could affect their future in a more informal setting. At year 11, you 
may wish to make parents evening appointments available for careers guidance, especially 
for students who may need greater support. 
 
 

Tracking Tips – actual destinations 
 
 

Building good relations with FR Colleges and other post-16 providers 
 
Having good relationships with the FE colleges and other providers that your students move 
on to can often mean ease of sharing information about which students have applied and 
then wo has enrolled.  
 

Results Day 
 
There is an opportunity on results day to have staff present to capture actual destination 
information as students collect their results. This could also be key to offering support for 
students who have not got the results they need or a destination.  
 
Most schools will look at the results the day before to know which students have not got the 
grades for what they intended. They then target these students who have not done as well 
as they hoped to provide them with support and advice. For year 13s, schools should be 
able to see if students have accepted a university place on UCAS.  
 

Ask all school staff 
 
Email all school staff or place a list in the staff room of students whose destinations are still 
unknown and ask for any information they have.  
 

Data Types 
 
Actual (current) Destinations:  the name, address, date of birth, ULN and current destination 
of all students who have left your institution in the previous academic year.  This is 
processed and reported by Oxfordshire County Council to the DfE by the end of October.  
 
Intended Destinations: The name, address, date of birth, ULN and planned destination of all 
Y11 students in your institution. This is processed by Oxfordshire County Council for the DfE 
and used in conjunction with Offers of Learning to ensure all young people have suitable 
provision for the next academic year.  
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Offers of Learning: the name, address, date of birth, ULN and current place of learning for 
all students your institution has offered a place to for the next academic year. These differ 
from Intended Destinations and are reported to the DfE separately from Intended 
Destinations. 


