
 

 

Managing Bullying Effectively – Tuesday 8th March 
Workshop Report 

Context and rationale 
The results of Oxfordshire’s online bullying survey last year showed that, in line with 
national trends and previous local results, those children and young people who are 
“different” from the majority in terms of sexuality, experience of a long-term illness or 
disability, race, or religion, are likely to experience increased frequency of bullying and 
“feeling unsafe”. Of this group LGBT young people appear to be most vulnerable with 12% 
never feeling safe in the classroom (compared to 1% of those identifying as heterosexual). 
Further information about the survey findings can be found here Anti-Bullying Strategy - 
Annual Report 2015 (pdf format, 247Kb) 
 
These results therefore confirmed that we needed to prioritise measures to enable schools 
and settings to tackle prejudice-related related bullying, particularly in relation to those who 
are LGBT or are “different” from the majority in other ways.  
 
Over the past year, Oxford has been lucky to receive DfE funding as part of the Anti-
Bullying Alliance SEN and Disability Champion Programme. As a result we have been 
provided with 3 training days for schools (61 delegates) 1 for children’s workforce (23 
delegates) and 2 training sessions for parents and carers (23 parents)  
 
As part of the programme, schools were able to participate in a well-being survey which 
showed that: 
 

• 1 in 4 children and young people (27%) were bullied either a lot or always in any 
way 

• 2 in 5 disabled children and those with SEN were frequently bullied (42%) 
• Disabled children and those with SEN were more likely to experience all forms of 

bullying 
 
We have also been working with Stonewall, as part of the Educations Champions 
Programme, to focus on tackling homophobic, biphobic and transphobic (HBT) bullying. In 
addition Oxfordshire has been a pilot area for developing inclusive sex and relationships 
education (SRE) and has received free training for schools from the Sex Education Forum, 
again funded by the DfE. The workshop was therefore set up in order to provide schools 
and settings with further information, resources and strategies to “Manage Bullying 
Effectively” particularly in relation to our most vulnerable groups and to celebrate the work 
done as part of SEND programme. 

 

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/Anti-BullyingStrategy%20-%20AnnualReport.pdf
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/Anti-BullyingStrategy%20-%20AnnualReport.pdf


 

 

Aims of the Workshop: 
• Understand the current nature of bullying and impact on children and young people 
• Understand schools’ responsibilities in relation to bullying - legal context and the 

Ofsted framework 
• Develop a clear framework and strategies for effective management of bullying with 

a particular focus on the bullying of vulnerable groups 
• Signpost to resources, guidance and toolkits  
• Share knowledge and expertise 

 
Content and Impact of the workshop 
More than 60 people attended the workshop with 60% from primary school, and 40% from 
secondary and special schools and other youth settings. Those attending included 
teaching and non-teaching staff, governors, workers from children’s services, Thames 
Valley Police and the voluntary sector. The workshop proved to be extremely popular and 
with many people being unable to secure a place. 
 
The day started with an opening speech from Cllr. Melinda Tilley, Oxfordshire County 
Council Cabinet member for Children Education and Families. Cllr Tilley welcomed 
everyone, particularly our national and local speakers and highlighted the aims of the day -  
to raise awareness and share good practice and support schools to manage bullying 
effectively, particularly in relation to our most vulnerable groups.  
 
This was followed by a series of key note speeches to cover a range of issues from both 
national and local speakers: 

 Meeting the Ofsted framework – Sarah Varnom, OCC Schools and Learning Team 

 Key messages in relation to SEND bullying – Martha Evans, Anti-Bullying Alliance 

 Celebrating difference and preventing and tackling homophobia, biphobia and 
transphobia in Oxfordshire schools – Sarah Rose, Stonewall 

 Addressing HBT bullying – working in school partnerships – Guy Brigg, Dr 
Radcliffe’s Primary School 

 “It’s like people think you can be disabled or LGBT+ but not both” – the views of 
LGBT and disabled young people on HBT bullying – Kate Martin, Common Room 
UK 

 “Sexting – working in partnership and learning from young people” – Jo Brown 
(OCC Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator) and April McCoig, Thames Valley Police 

 

 
 



 

 

The key note speeches were very well received with 100% of participants finding 
them useful or very useful (25%/75%).  
 
“Key speeches were brilliant- great to hear from so many different organisations & be 
given resources” 
 
“The short snappy sessions/key speakers were fantastic-very informative” 
 
The most useful part was: 
“Lots of short sessions full of information + ideas” 
 
Following the key note speeches and questions to the panel there were further input to the 
whole audience. 
 
The following topics were covered: 
  

 SEND Anti-Bullying – sharing good practice – Martha Evans, Anti-Bullying Alliance 
and including good practice examples from Carterton and St Nicholas Primary 
schools. 

 What do disabled young people tell us about how to tackle HBT bullying? Kate 
Martin, Common Room UK 

 Managing Bullying Effectively – Jo Brown, OCC Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator 

 Supporting trans children and young people – Sarah Rose, Stonewall and including 
good practice examples from Carterton and Cholsey primary schools 

 
The inputs to the whole audience were very well received with 100% of participants 
finding them useful or very useful (27%/73%) 
 
 

 
Martha Evans – Anti-Bullying Alliance 

 
“Great! Makes us all reflect on current practice & become enthusiastic about implementing 
new ideas” The most useful part was ““The group bullying exercise by the Anti-Bullying 
Alliance” 
“I think it really reinforced that LGBTQ issues affect primary school too” 
“LGBT was an eye opener. Not an issue that I’ve dealt with but I feel prepared for when I 
may have to” 
 



 

 

The latter part of the day was spent with participants having a choice of workshop with the 
following topics being covered: 
 

 “Aik Saath – together as one – challenging prejudice and racism in secondary 
school”. A group of students from Lord Williams’s secondary school did a 
presentation on the work they have done 

 Anti-Bullying – sharing good practice with inputs from Rush Common Primary 
School and Langtree Secondary School 

 Challenging Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia in schools – Guy Brigg, Dr 
Radcliffe’s Primary School and Oxfordshire’s HBT bullying champion and The 
Cherwell School 

 Reducing Bullying through restorative practice – Jo Brown, Langtree Secondary 
School and Dry Sandford Primary School 

 
Again, many of the participants found the workshops very useful, particularly the 
opportunity to learn from the good practice currently going on in schools. The input from 
students as well as staff was definitely valued and some participants commented they 
would have like more input from young people.  
 
Woodstock primary school were congratulated on their success at being the first 
Oxfordshire school to attain the E-safety Mark and were presented with their award. 
Further information at https://www.360safe.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
The Oxfordshire Equality Champion schools award was also officially launched. For more 
information please see Equality School Champion Award Pdf format, 118Kb)   
 
Overall 97% of participants found the day useful (15%) or very useful (82%) 
 
100% of participants said that the aims of the training had been met completely 
(86%) or mostly (14%) 
 
100% of participants thought the quality of the day was excellent (87%) or good 
(13%) 
 
97% of participants were more confident about tackling bullying (much more 64%, 
more 28%) 

https://www.360safe.org.uk/
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/EqualityChampionSchool.pdf


 

 

 
The feedback from the day is a clear indication that the workshop was extremely valuable 
to participants and that many had valued the experience, many highlighting the opportunity 
to learn from good practice already going on in local schools. A lot of positive feedback 
was received. 
 
“So useful. Thank you. A really good opportunity to reflect on equality and identify the gaps 
in SRE, celebrating diversity and addressing needs of SEND students”  
“Excellent! Guy is great!” 
“I have learnt so much though this and the rest of the day!” 
 “Interesting to hear about real life examples from schools” 
 
How could the session have been improved? 
The evaluations were also useful for us to learn how to improve before running another 
workshop. We were conscious that there was a big emphasis on LGBT and SEND – which 
was deliberate due to these being our most vulnerable groups. A few participants felt the 
information on LGBT was over-emphasised and some also felt that “there was a lot of 
information to take in- some of it was in a little rushed due to such a tight agenda” and 
“less is more, too many topics in a short space”.  
 
Feedback overall was nevertheless overwhelmingly positive which is very clear from 
participants’ comments about: 
 
What was the most helpful part of the whole session? 
 
“Ideas activities & websites practical examples” 
“Group discussion audience participation sharing good practice” 
“Restorative Approaches workshop” 
“Excellent advice and things to take away and try” 
“Having time to focus on all these issues & to hear about others experiences” 
“Strategies for preventing bullying” 
“Sharing best practice”  
“All of it but especially Guys workshop” 
“Signposting to OCC tools + school case studies & how to use them” 
 “Listening to other primary schools and how they deal with bullying issues” 
“The primary case studies- hearing about real-life examples. Sharing resources-links to 
websites, offers of support” 
“To learn and understand more about LGBT and Sexting. Lots of ideas to feedback to 
primary school.” 
“Lots of practical ideas from other schools to relate to policy + research” 
“Talks for Stonewall & Common Room” 
“Very useful primary focus - Restorative approaches” 
“Hearing from national speakers and local primary schools” 
“Networking + sharing practices”      “Clear ideas to develop back at school” 
 
The value of the day is further reflected in the final comments: 
 
“Brilliant” 
 “Thank you!” (7) 
“Worth every moment. Thank you very much” 
“Thank you. A great day & lots of useful resources/contacts” 
“Thank you for a great informative day” 



 

 

“The best days training I’ve even been on- it takes a lot to keep me engaged & focussed 
all day and you all managed it. Thank you!” 
 “Lots of food for thought!” 
“Thank you! A fabulous, informative & reflective day! Key speakers were all amazing & it 
was brilliant to learn about the support that’s out there!” 
“Really, really excellent thank you.” 
“Excellent day- practical, open, quality speakers & resources.” 
“Thank you very much” 
“I was concerned about the usefulness of some of the sessions but all sessions raised 
issues that I found useful to reflect upon” 
“Thank you to all the team involved with organising the event” 
“Good pace meant that lots was covered. Thanks” 
“Thank you very much very useful day. I thought numbers attending were going to be 
greater-they missed out on an excellent day. 
 
Accessing resources to manage bullying effectively 
Many resources and websites were signposted during the day in order to help participants 
manage bullying effectively. 
 
The key Oxfordshire County Council toolkits and templates can be found here: 
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/policy-and-guidance  
 
The Anti-Bullying Alliance SEND Hub: http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/send-
programme  
 
Stonewall Education Resources: http://www.stonewall.org.uk/our-work/education-
resources  
 
http://www.aiksaath.com/ Youth led community cohesion group 
 
http://www.commonroom.uk.com/  
 
https://www.360safe.org.uk/ E-safety self-review tool 
 
Anti-Bullying web pages that link to web pages on different types of bullying and internet 
safety and cyberbullying web pages 
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying  
 
If you want any support with managing bullying or internet safety, or would like to join the 
Anti-Bullying network please contact Jo Brown, OCC Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator, 01865 
815639 jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/policy-and-guidance
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/send-programme
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/send-programme
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/our-work/education-resources
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/our-work/education-resources
http://www.aiksaath.com/
http://www.commonroom.uk.com/
https://www.360safe.org.uk/
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying
mailto:jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk

