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Welcome back to the new academic year with Anti-Bullying news and training 
opportunities. If you would like to register to receive regular Anti-Bullying updates or would 
like to be removed from the circulation list please contact jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Included in this edition: 
Page 1:  Stonewall Equality Index results 

Details of HBT action group and how to join 
Page 2: Inclusive SRE - Free training for secondary schools 
  Oxfordshire SEND Champion area – free training for primary and   
  secondary schools and children’s workforce to tackle SEND  bullying 
Page 3: Anti-Bullying Week 2015 – further details! 

 Resources to Tackle SEND Bullying 
 Anti-Bullying Week 2015 

Page 4: Anti-Bullying Week in Oxfordshire 
Thames Valley Sexting Project 
Anti-Bullying Strategy Impact Survey Results – Sharing Good Practice 

Page 5: Updated brochure for Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator services 
Page 6: E-safety News including: Free E-safety Training News from the Safer 

Internet Centre, Parent Info – a new free service from CEOP and The Parent 
Zone, New parent/carer help-line from O2 and the NSPCC, I-Rights 
campaign for Children and Young People 

Oxfordshire come 10
th

 in the Stonewall Equality Index! 

We are pleased to announce that Oxfordshire is one of the top 10 local authorities in the 
Stonewall Education Equality Index. This index measures the work the local authority is 
doing to tackle homophobic and biphobic bullying in schools.  
 
Oxfordshire’s Anti-Bullying Strategy has been a member of the Stonewall Education 
Champions Programme for the past 5 years and has done consistently well in the index. 
This year we moved from 11th to 10th place with a score of 126/140.  
 
This year’s Index has been the most competitive to date, with 47 local authorities from 
across the country taking part. Further details of the index and good practice in 
Oxfordshire and other local authorities can be found in the Education Equality Index 
Report 2015  including recommendations for good practice in schools 

Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia  Action Group 

To build on the work we have been doing to tackle HBT bullying we are forming an action 
group to involve interested individuals and schools. The purpose of the group is: 

mailto:jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/get-involved/get-involved-education/local-authorities/education-equality-index-2015
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/get-involved/get-involved-education/local-authorities/education-equality-index-2015
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 To raise awareness of the prevalence and impact of HBT bullying 

 To provide and signpost guidance and resources to empower adults and young 
people to prevent and respond to HBT bullying 

 To involve young people in the development of resources and guidance   

 To empower adults and young people to prevent and respond to HBT bullying 

 To develop a sustainable network of schools and settings to develop, promote and 
share good practice 

 
For further details please see the terms of reference. We plan to hold meetings 3 times a 
year starting in term 2. If you are interested in getting involved/have good practice to share 
please contact me jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk  so that I can convene a meeting at time 
that is suitable for most people. 

Free training for secondary school teachers 
Addressing homophobic, biphobic and transphobic (HBT) 

bullying through sex and relationships education (SRE) 
‘high-quality PSHE education can play a real role in tackling homophobic, biphobic and 

transphobic bullying in schools’  
Nicky Morgan, Education Secretary, Stonewall Education Conference, July 2015 

  
Oxfordshire have been successful in securing this free training, supported by the DfE and 
provided by the National Sex Education Forum.  We are planning to run 3 free training 
days in terms 2 and 3 with a session being offered in the North, South and City. We are 
working jointly with Public Health to maximise the impact of this training. Each school will 
be offered 2 places for a relevant member of staff and School Nurse. Spaces are limited 
with 16 spaces at each of the sessions.  
 
Target group: PHSE Leads, School Nurses 
 
The course objectives are: 

 Consider the role of SRE/PHSE in addressing the causes of HBT bullying in 
schools 

 Clarify knowledge of relevant legislation and requirements for SRE, PHSE and 
whole school approach which addresses HBT bullying 

 Improve understanding of key terminology and appropriate language for use in the 
classroom 

 Assess the value of a range of resources to support teaching, lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and trans issues 

 Explore practical options for updating existing materials, policies and approaches 
 Develop strategies for responding to concerns from teachers, parents and the wider 

community 
 
Please see here for further details. Dates will follow shortly. 
 

Oxfordshire a SEND Anti-Bullying Champion Authority! Free 
Training for Schools! 
Oxfordshire has been successful in securing funding to be a local champion area to 
reduce the bullying of disabled children and those with SEN, in schools. We will be 
working on this programme, funded by the DfE, with the Anti-Bullying Alliance until 31st 
March 2016. Part of the programme involves the provision of 3 training events to schools, 
2 to parent/carers and 1 to children’s workforce.  
 

https://www.cms.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/schoolsnews/HBTbullyingactiongrouptermsofreferenceSeptember2015.docx
mailto:jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.cms.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/schoolsnews/FlyerHBTtrainingsecondaryFINAL.pdf
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Free Schools training to enable schools to prevent and respond to SEND bullying, suitable 
for primary and secondary schools, will be provided as follows: 
 
North area training: Banbury Early Intervention Hub: Tuesday 20th October 
Central area training: Unipart Conference Centre: Tuesday 22nd October 
South area training: Didcot Early Intervention Hub: Monday 9th November 
 
All training runs from 10 – 4pm with refreshments and lunch provided. 
 
For further details of content of the training and how to book – please see here.  
NB Booking is via the Anti-Bullying Alliance. Spaces are limited so please book early to 
avoid disappointment.  
 
Details of children’s workforce and parent/carer training to follow. 
 

SEND Programme Anti-Bullying Alliance 
Further information about dealing with bullying of children with Special Education Needs 
and Disability is available at the Anti-Bullying Alliance SEND Information Hub which 
includes information and resources to support you with reducing SEND bullying and a free 
on-line training programme. The also produce a monthly bulletin which you can sign up for 
here. 
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/send-programme/  
 

Anti-Bullying Week 16 – 20
th

 November 2015  

 
 

 

 

 

The key aims of the week are: 

 To empower children and young people to make a noise about bullying – whether 

it’s happening to them or to someone else, face to face or online; 

 To help parents and carers have conversations with their children about bullying – 

both as a way of preventing bullying, and to help children who are worried about 

bullying 

 To encourage ‘talking schools' where all children and young people are given a safe 

space to discuss bullying and other issues that affect their lives, and are supported 

to report all forms of bullying; 

 To equip teachers to respond effectively when children tell them they’re being 

bullied; 

 To raise awareness of the impact of bullying on children’s lives if they don’t tell 

anyone it’s happening – or if they are not given appropriate support – with a focus 

on the impact on mental health.  

https://www.cms.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/schoolsnews/FreeschooltrainingOxfordshireflyer.pdf
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/send-programme/
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 The Anti-Bullying Alliance will be producing lesson plans and assemblies for primary and 

secondary schools which will be available from the 9th September. Further information 

and the resources can be found at: 

http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/ 

 
Anti-Bullying Week in Oxfordshire 
In Oxfordshire we will be: 

 Launching this year’s bullying on-line survey and cybersafety survey including 
individual links, feedback and support for schools participating 

 Running a local competition, sponsored by the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children 
Board (OSCB) to support the Anti-Bullying Alliance theme 

 Providing training for Anti-Bullying Ambassadors including a train the trainer event 
to further support those running Anti-Bullying Ambassador schemes 

 Providing additional resources and ideas to support you with running Anti-Bullying 
week locally 

 
Further information and events will be advertised via the Anti-Bullying network and schools 
news. If you want to be added to the Anti-Bullying network to ensure you are kept informed 
of Anti-Bullying information, resources and training please e-mail me on 
jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

Thames Valley “Sexting” Project 
We are currently working with Thames Valley Police and the OSCB to set up a “sexting” 
project with the following aims. 
 

 To investigate the current prevalence, experience and impact of “sexting” through 
consultation and a survey of young people in the Thames Valley area. 

 To engage young people in identifying the best ways to raise awareness and 
reduce the incidence and impact of “sexting” amongst their peers. 

 To develop a resource pack including guidance, session plans and links to 
appropriate resources to support adults in helping to empower young people to deal 
with this issue. The resource pack would also include peer led education ideas to 
be delivered by young people and guidance for adults to promote consistent 
delivery across schools and settings. 

 To engage young people in developing promotional and educational material to 
address “sexting” through the running of a Thames Valley wide competition. 

 To raise the profile of “sexting”, the impact and how to address it, through the 
involvement of celebrity support that will increase the engagement of young people 
in the campaign. 

 
We will be looking for secondary schools willing to host focus groups with young people in 
September/October. If you are able to support please get in touch with me. Further details 
of the project, survey and competition to follow! 

 
Strategy Impact Survey Results and Sharing Good Practice 
Thanks to everyone who responded to the Anti-Bullying Strategy Impact survey. I really 
appreciated the feedback received and very much value the good relationships with 
colleagues across Oxfordshire. Information from 40 respondents has indicated that the 
support, service and training provided is valued and is having an impact on Anti-Bullying 

http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/
mailto:jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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practice in schools. The vast majority of those receiving training or support are either 
more, or much more confident about responding to and tackling bullying 
 
Some feedback received from the survey:   
“Excellent support. Practical, useful and inspiring” 
“Support received is always constructive” 
“This is an excellent service which schools need in dealing with this constantly evolving, 
sensitive area” 
“It is a great service offered and when I email for help and support this is always followed 
up promptly with useful help and advice” 
 
Examples of impact: 
“E-safety learning lessons with progression through school now in place staff meeting 
feedback and training by PSHE coordinator” 
“Staff are more aware about how to deal with certain aspects of bullying. Students feel 
more confident about reporting bullying” 
“All teaching staff have now engaged in Anti-Homophobic bullying training with a partner 
school. Discussion of Anti-Bullying policy with children in school assemblies. Whole school 
engagement in Anti-Bullying week” 
“Attended Ambassador Training and as a result the students have delivered Anti-Bullying 
assemblies across the year groups” 
“Implemented a pupil run e-safety campaign to reach pupils and parents with relevant 
information” 
“Development of more rigorous tracking and reporting procedures” 
“We are clear about what to do when bullying occurs and able to confidently know 
incidents have been followed through and dealt with” 
 
It was very apparent from the survey that there continues to be a wide range of excellent 
practice in schools to tackle bullying but more needs to be done to share and learn from 
the good practice that is going on. As colleagues pointed out the service could be 
improved by:  
“Increased opportunities to share good practice amongst schools”  
“Letting other schools know about things that have reduced bullying, so that they can also 
try these methods” 
 
I am currently reviewing the best way to share and develop good practice e.g. via network 
meetings, twitter, Linked In etc. In the meantime I am gathering together good practice 
examples to share and have developed a template to gather the information. I am aware 
that you are all very busy so would be happy to compile this information myself if you 
would just like to give me a ring (01865 815639) or e-mail me 
jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk to arrange a time for me to call or visit you. 

 
Updated Anti-Bullying brochure with details of free services 
from the Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator 
The brochure of free services provided by the Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator have been 
updated. If you need further support with your Anti-Bullying work please do not hesitate to 
get in touch.  
 
Further information, guidance and links are available on the Anti-Bullying Web Pages. 
Please follow the link: http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying  

 
 

https://www.cms.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/schoolsnews/OxfordshireAnti-BullyingGoodPracticeExampletemplate.docx
mailto:jo.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.cms.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/schoolsnews/AntiBullyingEISBrochureSep%2015July2016.pdf
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying
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E-safety News 
 
Oxfordshire Free E-safety Training 
As part of the OSCB Risky Behaviours Programme we are continuing to offer  
E-safety training with the next courses running on: 
 
Wednesday 4th October 2015 - North Oxfordshire 
Wednesday 3rd February 2016 - South Oxfordshire 
 
To book on to a course please follow the link http://oscb.safeguardingchildrenea.co.uk  

 
News from the Safer Internet Centre 
The most recent bulletin from the Safer Internet Centre includes information about  

 Safer Internet Day 2016 Slogan now confirmed 
 E-safety Live tour dates 
 Sexting - new CEOP campaign for parents & more resources 

(CEOP have produced some short video clips and information aimed at parents and carers 
entitled “Nude Selfies”) 
To see further details, or to sign up for the bulletin see  Safer Internet Centre News June 2015  

 

Free E-safety Helpline for Parents and Carer from O2 and 
NSPCC 
You may want to put the following link onto schools websites and publish it in your 
newsletters for parents and carers. http://www.o2.co.uk/help/nspcc . The website provides 
further information for parents and carers to help them keep their children safe.  The 
helpline 0808 800 5002 has good availability, 09:00 - 19:00 Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 
18:00 Weekends  and 10:00 - 16:00 Bank Holidays 
 

Parent Info – new free service from CEOP and The Parent Zone  
Parent Info http://www.theparentzone.co.uk/parent_info/4921  is a new service for schools 
from The Parent Zone and CEOP, providing information for parents that can be hosted on 
schools websites. The information is designed to help parents build children’s resilience 
online and off. It covers a wide range of topics that affect children and young people, from 
body image to sexting, from what you need to know about snapchat to online grooming. 

 
I-Rights for children and young people 
iRights is a civil society initiative that seeks to make the digital world a more transparent 
and empowering place for children and young people (under 18) by delivering a universal 
framework of digital rights, in order that young people are able to access digital 
technologies creatively, knowledgeably and fearlessly. The campaign is widely supported 
by a range of different organisations. To find out more and to find out what you can do to 
promote the digital rights of children and young people follow the link http://irights.uk/what-
can-you-do/  
 
 

 

http://oscb.safeguardingchildrenea.co.uk/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=1cba6ad6-bcea-4dba-bac3-4ef8147ebd6b&c=13d338c0-a3d8-11e3-b627-d4ae529a848a&ch=14deb550-a3d8-11e3-b668-d4ae529a848a
http://www.o2.co.uk/help/nspcc
http://www.theparentzone.co.uk/parent_info/4921
http://irights.uk/what-can-you-do/
http://irights.uk/what-can-you-do/

