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What’s in this issue? 
Page 1:     Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator moving on – interim arrangements 
                  Oxfordshire County Council wins Stonewall Education Equality Award 
Page 3:     CLICK online safety project – Evaluation and resource pack 
Page 4:     Sign up for the Anti-Bullying Alliance Free All Together Programme 
                  Free Tootoot 6-week trial for schools 
Page 5:     SAFE! Conference – on childhood experience of Domestic Abuse 
                  Protective Behaviours Training – details of training  
                  Greenwich University research on Homophobic Bullying 
   
If you would like to register to receive regular Anti-Bullying updates or would like to be 
removed from the circulation list, please e-mail anti-bullying@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 

Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator moving on – interim arrangements 
To confirm I will be moving on from Oxfordshire County Council on April 30th and am no 
longer available to offer support to schools. Thanks again to everyone who has supported 
me whilst I’ve been in the role for the past 11 years. It has been a pleasure to work with you.  
 
The Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator post is being moved into the Learner Engagement Team and 
the post is being recruited to. In the meantime, I’ve updated all the toolkits and templates to 
support you with managing bullying effectively with the main toolkits and templates available 
on http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/policy-and-guidance .  
 
If you have a serious issue which requires local authority support after 30th April 2019, 
please e-mail anti-bullying@oxfordshire.gov.uk . This e-mail will be monitored and 
responded to by the Learner Engagement Team. 
 
Further resources for supporting management of bullying and online safety can be found at. 
 
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/homophobic-biphobic-and-transphobic-
bullying  
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/internet-safety-and-cyberbullying  
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/special-needs-and-disability-bullying  
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/resources  

 
Oxfordshire County Council Wins Stonewall Education Equality 
Index! 
I am pleased to announce the Oxfordshire were joint winners (with North Yorkshire County 
Council) of the Stonewall Education Equality Index. This is for the work we have been doing, 
including strong support from partners, to tackle LGBT bullying. This relates to our 

mailto:anti-bullying@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/homophobic-biphobic-and-transphobic-bullying
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/homophobic-biphobic-and-transphobic-bullying
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/internet-safety-and-cyberbullying
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/special-needs-and-disability-bullying
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/resources
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submission on work done up until July 2018. There was a delay in the award being 
assessed and the results were finally announced on February 18th, 2019 with our award 
being made on April 2nd. Oxfordshire scored 151/154 which is a total of 97.4%! 
 
This is the press release that went out to cover our success. 
 

Oxfordshire County Council named the best for tackling anti LGBT bullying. 

Oxfordshire County Council has been named the joint best council in the country for tackling 
anti-LGBT bullying in schools. 

Stonewall, Britain’s lesbian, gay, bi and trans equality charity, listed the council in joint first 
place alongside North Yorkshire County Council in its Education Equality Index 2019, which 
rates local areas for combating this form of bullying and celebrating difference in schools. 

The council, which was also highly placed in last year’s Index, is a member of Stonewall’s 
Education Champions Programme and has developed nationally recognised strategies to 
address anti-LGBT bullying, providing both resources and guidance to school staff. 

Sarah Rose Senior Account Manager at Stonewall, said: “Oxfordshire County Council is 
undertaking inspiring work to support LGBT young people in their local communities and 
leading the way on tackling anti-LGBT bullying.  

“We know that young people continue to face challenges in Britain’s schools, but with so 
many local authorities demonstrating such a strong commitment to celebrating difference 
and supporting LGBT young people we are one step closer to creating a world where all 
young people are welcomed and accepted without exception. 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Education Cllr Lorraine Lindsay Gale 
said: “We’re delighted to be ranked the country’s very best local authorities for tackling this 
issue. Any young person can experience homophobic, bi-phobic or transphobic bullying, and 
like all forms of bullying it should never be allowed to go unchallenged.” 

Lucy Butler Director for Children’s Services at the county council added: “We are very proud 
of the partnership work we are doing with schools and other agencies including Thames 
Valley Police, Health, and youth groups both to prevent bullying and to provide support for 
LGBT children and young people.” 

Presentation of the Award 

The award was presented by Stonewall at a meeting of CYP LGBT+ Inclusion Group. It was 
a fantastic event, enhanced particularly by the attendance and presentation by students from 
The Warriner School Wednesgay club and the presentation from Voice of Oxfordshire’s 
Youth on the survey they carried out at the Youth Conference back in November.  
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After the presentation of the award, Councillor Mark Gray (Cabinet member for Communities 
and Equality) officially thanked all our partners their contribution to the award. He also 
presented Gold Equality Champion School awards to The Warriner School and The 
Cherwell – congratulations to both those schools for all the work they have been doing to 
support LGBT Inclusion.  Also in attendance were Lucy Butler (Director for Children’s 
Services); Lara Patel (Deputy Director) and Tan Lea (Strategic Safeguarding Partnerships 
Manager for the OSCB), and a wide range of partners from schools, Oxfordshire County 
Council and Local LGBT youth support groups. 
 

CLICK Evaluation Report and Resource Pack 
Following a successful bid to the Police and Crime Commissioner, Oxfordshire led on the 
development of an alternative theatre project to support Year 5 & 6 children to learn about 
healthy online relationships and how to stay safe online. Funding was awarded to 
Oxfordshire to deliver the programme to 1200 children in years 5 & 6. We exceeded this 
target by nearly 300% with more than 3,500 children in Oxfordshire seeing the play. 
 
As a result of seeing the play the data from the 824 children who completed the online 
evaluation survey showed that: 

✓ 93% were more confident about staying safe on the internet 
✓ 78% had a better understanding of what grooming is 
✓ 97% understood more about what a healthy relationship is 
✓ 95% felt more confident about what to do if they felt unsafe online 
✓ 94% though others should see CLICK to learn about keeping safe online 
✓ 94% felt more able to help friends and peer group to stay safe and have a good time 

online 
 These figures highlight the success of theatre as a method of creating memorable learning 
experiences for children. The figures also highlight the need to do further work to support 
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children to understand what “grooming” is and to protect them from child exploitation. To 
read the full report, which shows the impact of the project across the Thames Valley and 
lessons learnt. The full report will shortly be available on 
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/internet-safety-and-cyberbullying  You can 
also access the electronic resource pack  Click - online safety, cyberbullying and digital 
resilience and the play is available to book on 
http://www.alteregocreativesolutions.co.uk/click/  
 

All Together Schools Programme – Sign up for this free 
programme from the Anti-Bullying Alliance now! 
All Together, the Anti-Bullying Alliance whole school Anti-Bullying programme, has just 
reopened and it’s better than ever. The programme – which is free for all schools in 
England – has already seen fantastic results in reducing school bullying and improving 
pupil wellbeing. 

Participating schools will be provided with free access to the following: 

• A 360° online audit and action planning tool 
• Resources to support implementation of their action plan 
• Online CPD training modules about all things bullying for all staff 
• An online pupil wellbeing questionnaire to use with pupils in your school 
• Face to face training in some local areas 
• The All Together School quality mark upon completion of the programme 

Get your school involved with this FREE programme to help improve outcomes for your 
pupils. Follow this link! 

Free Tootoot 6-Week Anti-Bullying trial 
 Tootoot are currently offering all schools in Oxfordshire six weeks of tootoot for free. 
  
Tootoot’s award-winning software is trusted by over 15,000 teachers to enhance their 
safeguarding systems and give their children and young people a simple and trusted way to 
talk through any concerns.  
  
Your free six weeks with tootoot includes:  

●      Their award-winning confidential reporting app for pupils  
●      Paperless incident recording for staff 
●      Mental health and wellbeing tracking for pupils and staff 
●      Free anti-bullying assembly and teaching resources 
●      Unlimited training and support from the tootoot team 

  
A number of schools in Oxfordshire and the surrounding area already use tootoot, the 
testimonial below demonstrates the value tootoot has brought to just one school in the area. 
  
"We did a whole school survey and 98% reported they felt safe and what to do if there was a 
problem - we think tootoot contributed hugely to that." 
  
Read more testimonials here: https://tootoot.co.uk/case-studies/  
  
Register your school today for your free six weeks - https://tootoot.co.uk/sign-up/ 
 

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/internet-safety-and-cyberbullying
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/advice.page?id=9nGKyaZoCUI
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/advice.page?id=9nGKyaZoCUI
http://www.alteregocreativesolutions.co.uk/click/
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/aba-our-work/our-programmes/all-together-whole-school-programme-school
https://tootoot.co.uk/sign-up/
https://tootoot.co.uk/case-studies/
https://tootoot.co.uk/sign-up/


5 
 

 
SAFE! Conference – Monday 17th June – Save the Date! 
Interrupted Childhood: Exploring Young Experiences of 
Domestic Abuse 
 
The SAFE! Project will be holding a full day conference on Monday 17 June at Oxford Town 
Hall: 
 
The conference aims to bring together multi-agency professionals to consider the impact of 
abuse on children and young people and explore practical responses and evidenced based 
approaches.   
 
A range of academics, practitioners and experts by experience will lead presentations and 
workshops covering: 

• The impact of growing up with domestic abuse 

• Understanding Child on Parent Violence – plus practical ways to respond 

• Parenting after abuse – supporting parents to help their children  

• Promoting a trauma informed approach to experiences of abuse in childhood 

• Launching a multi-agency consultation on peer on peer abuse in the Thames Valley  

• Broken hearted – combating abuse in teenage relationships 
 
£65 per delegate. More details coming soon including how to book, but please save the 
date.  To register interest please email safe@safeproject.org.uk 

 
Protective Behaviours Training 
Protective Behaviours training is available from the SAFE! Project who are an accredited 
centre of the Protective Behaviours Consortium. The next foundation 2-day course coming 
up is May 16th and 17th in Oxford. Further dates are available in July, September, October 
and November, running in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. Please see the attached flyer 
for more details or contact safe@safeproject.org.uk or telephone 01865 582495 
 

Greenwich University Research on Homophobic Bullying 
Are you a male, secondary school teacher who would be interested in supporting some 
research on homophobic bullying?  
 
Simon Leggatt, Safeguarding Lead for the Faculty of Education at Greenwich, is currently 
undertaking a research project into the effectiveness of 11-18 school policies and initiatives 
designed to prevent and tackle the bullying of pupils on the basis of their actual or perceived 
sexual orientation.  
 
As part of this research he wants to talk to a number of (male) secondary school educators 
(teachers mainly but also other staff) about their experiences including those related to the 
implementation of  relevant  policies and initiatives and how they deal with any instances of 
homophobic bullying that they may encounter  in school. To find out more, including how to 
take part in the research, please see the attached information sheet. 
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